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In the realm of home organization, few tools are as versatile and effective as the lazy Susan. Originally 
designed for dining tables to facilitate easy access to dishes, this circular turntable has evolved into a 
popular solution for organizing various spaces in the home, particularly pantries. Utilizing lazy Susans 
can dramatically enhance your pantry’s functionality and aesthetics, making it easier to locate and store 
items. This comprehensive guide will explore the benefits of lazy Susans, their various applications in 
pantry organization, and practical tips for maximizing their effectiveness.

Understanding Lazy Susans

1. What is a Lazy Susan?

A lazy Susan is a rotating tray, typically made from wood, plastic, or metal, that allows easy access to 
stored items. It can vary in size and design, featuring different levels or compartments to accommodate 
various storage needs.

2. History of Lazy Susans

The exact origins of the lazy Susan are somewhat unclear, but they have been in use since the 18th 
century in American households. They were originally called “dumb waiters” and served the purpose of 
delivering food from one room to another without requiring a servant’s assistance.

3. Modern Applications

Today, lazy Susans are commonly found in kitchens, dining rooms, and pantries. They provide a simple 
yet effective solution for organizing and accessing items in tight spaces.

Benefits of Using Lazy Susans in Your Pantry

1. Maximizes Space

Lazy Susans are excellent for maximizing corner spaces and deep shelves in your pantry. By using 
vertical space efficiently, they help you make the most of every inch.

2. Easy Access

With a simple spin, you can access items located at the back of your shelves without needing to dig 
through containers or move other items out of the way.

3. Versatile Storage

Lazy Susans can hold a variety of items, from jars of spices to bottles of oils, making them suitable for 
different pantry types and sizes.
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4. Improved Visibility

Storing items on a lazy Susan enhances visibility. You can easily see what you have without having to 
pull everything out, reducing the chances of forgetting about items until they expire.

5. Encourages Organization

Using lazy Susans encourages better organization habits. When everything has its designated spot and is 
easy to reach, you’re more likely to maintain an orderly pantry.

Choosing the Right Lazy Susan

1. Material Selection

Choose a material that suits your pantry’s aesthetic and your storage needs:

• Wood: Offers a classic look and is sturdy for heavier items. 
• Plastic: Lightweight and often less expensive, making it good for lighter items. 
• Metal: Durable and modern, ideal for both traditional and contemporary spaces. 

2. Size Considerations

Consider the size of your pantry shelves when selecting a lazy Susan. Measure the available space and 
choose a diameter that fits well while leaving enough room for rotation.

3. Height and Levels

Some lazy Susans come with multiple tiers, allowing you to maximize vertical space. If you have taller 
pantry shelves, multi-level options can help utilize the height effectively.

4. Weight Capacity

Check the weight capacity of the lazy Susan to ensure it can handle the items you plan to store. 
Overloading it can lead to malfunction and damage.

5. Non-Slip Features

Look for lazy Susans with non-slip surfaces or raised edges to prevent items from sliding off during 
rotation.

Types of Items to Store on Lazy Susans

1. Spices and Seasonings

Lazy Susans are perfect for consolidating spice jars and seasoning containers. Grouping them together 
makes finding the right flavor profile for your dish quick and easy.

2. Oils and Vinegars

Store cooking oils, vinegars, and specialty sauces on a lazy Susan. This arrangement keeps these 
frequently used items accessible without cluttering your countertop.

3. Canned Goods

Utilize lazy Susans to organize canned goods. Group similar items (e.g., vegetables, soups, fruits) 
together for efficient meal preparation.



4. Snacks

Create a dedicated lazy Susan for snacks. Store chips, granola bars, and dried fruits organized for easy 
access during family movie nights or gatherings.

5. Baking Supplies

Store baking essentials like extracts, sprinkles, and small bags of flour or sugar on a lazy Susan for 
convenient access while preparing desserts.

6. Cleaning Supplies

For pantry cleaning supplies, such as dish soap, sponges, or all-purpose cleaners, a lazy Susan can keep 
these items organized and easily reachable.

Setting Up Your Lazy Susans in the Pantry

1. Assess Your Space

Evaluate your pantry layout to determine the best location for your lazy Susans. Look for areas where 
they will fit comfortably and can be accessed easily.

2. Decide on Item Groupings

Plan how you want to categorize the items on each lazy Susan. Common groupings include:

• Condiments 
• Baking supplies 
• Snacks 
• Canned goods 
• Spices 

3. Arrange Items Strategically

When placing items on the lazy Susan, position taller items toward the back and shorter ones toward the 
front. This arrangement ensures everything is visible and accessible.

4. Stacking and Layering

If using a multi-tiered lazy Susan, stack and layer items thoughtfully. Place frequently used items on the 
top tier and lesser-used items below.

5. Labeling

Consider labeling each section of your lazy Susan, especially if storing various types of items. Labels 
help everyone in the household know where things belong.

Organizing with Lazy Susans

1. Rotate Regularly

Make a habit of rotating items on your lazy Susans. This practice prevents expiration and provides 
opportunities to use older items before newer ones.



2. Conduct Seasonal Reassessments

Seasonally reassess the contents of your lazy Susans. Remove expired items and adjust groupings based 
on current cooking and snacking habits.

3. Monitor Usage Patterns

Keep an eye on which items are used most frequently. If certain items are consistently rotated, consider 
relocating them to a more accessible area in the pantry.

4. Engage Family Members

Teach family members how to use and maintain the lazy Susans. Encourage them to return items to their 
designated spots after use.

5. Use Lazy Susans in Other Areas

Don’t limit lazy Susans to just your pantry. Consider using them in cabinets, bathrooms, or craft areas for 
organizing various supplies.

Maintaining Your Organized Pantry

1. Regular Cleaning

Regularly clean your lazy Susans to prevent dust buildup and spills. Wipe them down with a damp cloth 
to keep them looking fresh.

2. Restock Wisely

When restocking items, try to maintain the same organizational structure. Consistency helps prevent 
confusion and disorganization in the long run.

3. Stay Adaptable

As your cooking habits change, be open to adjusting your lazy Susan organization. If new items need to 
be accommodated, tweak your setup accordingly.

4. Document Inventory Changes

Consider maintaining a simple inventory sheet to track what you have on hand. This record can help you 
know when it’s time to replenish items.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

1. Overcrowding

Avoid overcrowding lazy Susans with too many items. This can hinder rotation and accessibility. Leave 
some space to allow for easy spinning.

2. Neglecting Maintenance

Failing to maintain and clean your lazy Susans can lead to dirt and grime buildup. Make cleaning part of 
your routine to keep them functional and appealing.



3. Ignoring Expiration Dates

Be vigilant about checking expiration dates on stored items. Regularly assess your lazy Susans to 
eliminate expired items promptly.

4. Disorganized Groupings

Ensure that items stored on lazy Susans are grouped logically. Randomly placed items can lead to 
confusion and inefficiency.

5. Underestimating Size Needs

Always measure the space before purchasing lazy Susans. Underestimating size requirements can lead to 
frustration and wasted money.

Conclusion
Utilizing lazy Susans for pantry organization is a smart and practical approach to managing kitchen 
supplies. By incorporating these rotating trays into your pantry, you can maximize space, increase 
accessibility, and maintain an orderly environment.

Through careful selection, strategic placement, and regular maintenance, lazy Susans can transform even 
the most chaotic pantries into organized havens. Embrace the versatility and efficiency of lazy Susans, 
and enjoy the numerous benefits they bring to your culinary space. With diligence and creativity, your 
pantry can become a model of organization that enhances your cooking experience!
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