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Crafting can be an incredibly fulfilling hobby, but it often comes with a significant downside: the clutter 
that various supplies can create. Yarn, fabric, paint, tools, and other materials can quickly pile up, making 
it challenging to find what you need when inspiration strikes. One innovative solution to tackle this clutter 
is to repurpose shoe organizers for craft supply storage. This guide will explore the many ways you can 
effectively use shoe organizers to manage your craft supplies, maximizing your creativity while 
minimizing chaos.

Understanding the Benefits of Using Shoe Organizers

Space Efficiency

Shoe organizers are designed to utilize vertical space, making them an excellent option for small craft 
areas. By maximizing the use of your walls, you can keep your crafting materials accessible while freeing 
up valuable table or floor space.

Versatility

Shoe organizers come in various shapes, sizes, and materials, allowing you to customize your storage 
according to your specific needs. From hanging shoe organizers to stackable bins, there’s an option for 
every type of craft supply.

Cost-Effectiveness

Most shoe organizers are relatively inexpensive compared to traditional storage solutions. This 
affordability allows you to create an organized space without breaking the bank.

Accessibility

Many shoe organizers are designed for easy access, allowing you to quickly find what you need. This can 
help reduce frustration and improve your crafting experience.

Encouragement of Creativity

An organized craft space can foster creativity. When you can easily see and access your supplies, you’re 
more likely to use them, experiment, and explore new crafting ideas.

Types of Shoe Organizers

Hanging Shoe Organizers

Hanging shoe organizers are typically made of fabric or plastic and feature multiple pockets. They can be 
hung on a door, wall, or even inside a closet. These organizers are excellent for storing a variety of small 
craft supplies.
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Over-the-Door Shoe Organizers

These organizers are designed to hang over the top of a door, offering a compact storage solution. They 
can hold various supplies and keep them out of sight while remaining easily accessible.

Stackable Shoe Bins

Stackable bins offer a more solid storage option. They can be placed on shelves, under tables, or even in 
closets, allowing for flexible organization.

Shoe Racks

Shoe racks are designed to hold pairs of shoes, but they can also serve as open shelving for larger craft 
supplies. They can be used in combination with other organizers for a comprehensive solution.

Assessing Your Craft Supplies
Before you can effectively use shoe organizers for your craft supplies, you need to assess what you have. 
This process involves sorting, decluttering, and understanding your storage needs.

Inventory Your Supplies

Start by gathering all your craft supplies in one area. Take inventory of what you have, categorizing items 
as follows:

• Yarn: Types, weights, and colors. 
• Fabric: Various fabrics, fat quarters, and remnants. 
• Tools: Scissors, rotary cutters, rulers, etc. 
• Notions: Buttons, zippers, thread, and other small items. 
• Paints and Brushes: Acrylics, watercolors, and their respective tools. 

Declutter

Once you have an inventory, it’s time to declutter. Ask yourself the following questions for each item:

• Do I use this? If you haven’t used an item in over a year, consider donating or selling it. 
• Is this item in good condition? If not, it’s time to discard it. 
• Does this item fit my current crafting interests? If your focus has shifted, it might be time to let 

go of supplies that no longer align with your interests. 

How to Organize Craft Supplies with Shoe Organizers

1. Yarn Storage

Categorizing Your Yarn

Begin by categorizing your yarn based on color, weight, or fiber type. This organization method will 
make it easier to find the right yarn for your projects.

Using Hanging Shoe Organizers

• Select an organizer with large, deep pockets for bulkier skeins or multiple smaller pockets for 
different yarn weights. 

• Place yarn in each pocket, arranging it by category. Consider labeling pockets to make it easy to 
find specific yarn types. 



Stackable Bins for Yarn

• Store skeins vertically in stackable bins to save space. Organize by color or weight. 
• Label each bin for easy identification, ensuring you can quickly grab the yarn you need. 

2. Fabric Organization

Folding and Storing Fabric

Folding fabric neatly is crucial for effective storage. For larger pieces, consider rolling them instead of 
folding to avoid creases.

Using Over-the-Door Organizers

• Hang an over-the-door organizer on a closet door to store smaller fabric pieces. Use the pockets 
to separate different types or colors of fabric. 

• Label each pocket for quick identification. 

Stackable Shoe Bins for Fabric

• Use stackable bins for larger pieces of fabric. Sort by fabric type or project. 
• Keep fabric visible by placing bins on shelves where you can see the contents easily. 

3. Tool and Notion Storage

Organizing Tools

Tools like scissors, rotary cutters, and measuring tapes can easily get lost in a cluttered space.

Using Hanging Organizers

• Use a hanging shoe organizer to store tools. Designate pockets for each type of tool, ensuring 
easy access. 

• Consider using clear pockets to easily see what’s inside. 

Notion Organization

• Store smaller notions like buttons and thread in a shoe organizer as well. Use small containers or 
zip bags within the pockets to keep items separated. 

4. Paint and Art Supply Storage

Organizing Paints

Paints can take up significant space, especially if you work with multiple mediums.

Using Stackable Shoe Bins

• Sort paints by type (acrylic, watercolor, etc.) and store them in stackable bins. 
• Label each bin for easy access. 

Art Tool Organization

• Use a hanging organizer for brushes, palettes, and other art tools. Hang it on a wall near your 
crafting area for easy access. 

Creative Uses for Shoe Organizers
Beyond conventional storage methods, shoe organizers can be repurposed in creative ways:



Vertical Garden for Craft Supplies

• Transform a hanging shoe organizer into a vertical garden for storing small potted plants or 
succulents. Use the pockets to hold small pots, adding greenery to your craft space. 

DIY Caddy for On-the-Go Crafting

• Use a portable shoe caddy to create an on-the-go crafting kit. Fill pockets with essential supplies 
and take it with you to classes or crafting sessions. 

Seasonal or Thematic Decor Storage

• Organize holiday or seasonal supplies in a shoe organizer to keep them neatly stored and easily 
accessible when the time comes to decorate. 

Tips for Maintaining an Organized Craft Space
Having an organized craft space is only half the battle; maintaining that organization is essential for long-
term success. Here are some tips to keep your space tidy:

Regularly Declutter

Set aside time every few months to reassess your supplies. Remove items you no longer use or need.

Keep a Routine

Develop a routine for putting supplies away after each crafting session. This practice can help prevent 
clutter from accumulating.

Adapt and Change

As your crafting interests evolve, so should your organization methods. Don’t hesitate to adapt your 
storage solutions to fit your current needs.

Create a Wishlist

Maintain a wishlist for supplies you need. This practice can help you avoid impulse buys and keep your 
inventory manageable.

Conclusion
Using shoe organizers for craft supply storage is an innovative and effective way to tackle clutter in your 
crafting space. By understanding the benefits, types of organizers, and creative organization methods, you 
can create a functional and inspiring environment that enhances your creativity. Whether you’re an 
experienced crafter or just starting, implementing these storage solutions can transform your crafting 
experience. With a little creativity and effort, you can maintain an organized space that inspires you to 
explore and enjoy your favorite craft projects.
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