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Crafting is a rewarding and fulfilling hobby that allows individuals to express their creativity through 
various materials and techniques. However, one of the challenges that many crafters face is organizing 
their supplies. Using repurposed containers not only provides a sustainable solution but also adds 
character and charm to your crafting space. This comprehensive guide will explore how to effectively use 
repurposed containers for craft organization, covering types of containers, creative storage solutions, and 
practical tips for maximizing efficiency.

Understanding the Benefits of Repurposing

1. Sustainability

One of the primary benefits of using repurposed containers for craft organization is sustainability. By 
reusing items that would otherwise end up in landfills, you contribute to a more eco-friendly lifestyle.

2. Cost-Effectiveness

Repurposing eliminates the need to purchase new storage solutions, saving you money that can be 
invested in craft supplies instead.

3. Unique Aesthetic

Repurposed containers add a unique touch to your craft area. They can reflect your personality and style, 
making your workspace truly yours.

4. Versatility

Repurposed containers come in various shapes and sizes, allowing for endless possibilities in organizing 
different types of supplies.

Types of Repurposed Containers

1. Jars

Mason Jars: These classic jars are perfect for storing small items such as buttons, beads, glitter, and 
threads. Their transparent nature allows for easy visibility.

Spice Jars: Empty spice jars can hold even smaller items like sequins or safety pins. They often have 
convenient lids that make accessing contents easy.

Baby Food Jars: These smaller jars work well for tiny embellishments and can easily be stacked or 
arranged on shelves.

2. Boxes

Shoe Boxes: Sturdy and easily decorated, shoe boxes can be used to store larger supplies like paper, 
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fabric scraps, or yarn.

Cereal Boxes: Cut them into smaller sections to create dividers for drawers or bins. They can also be 
turned into magazine holders.

Gift Boxes: Decorative gift boxes can serve as stylish storage for larger items while adding aesthetic 
appeal to your workspace.

3. Cans

Tin Cans: After removing labels, tin cans make excellent holders for tools like scissors, brushes, and 
pencils. They can be painted or decorated to match your decor.

Coffee Cans: Similar to tin cans, coffee cans are sturdy and can hold various supplies. Their larger size 
makes them useful for bulkier items.

4. Baskets

Woven Baskets: Repurpose old baskets to store various craft supplies, from fabric to yarn. Their open 
structure allows for easy access.

Plastic Grocery Baskets: These lightweight, stackable containers are great for organizing supplies in a 
closet or on a shelf.

5. Plastic Containers

Food Storage Containers: Cleaned-out food containers, such as those from fruit or deli meats, can hold 
everything from paint to fabric scraps.

Ice Cream Buckets: These large containers can be used for bulky items or as portable storage for 
projects in progress.

Creative Storage Solutions

1. Labeling and Categorizing Supplies

Importance of Labeling

Labeling your containers helps you quickly identify what’s inside, making it easier to locate supplies 
when you need them. Consider using:

• Printed Labels: Create labels using a label maker or printer for a polished look. 
• Handwritten Tags: For a more personal touch, consider handwritten tags using decorative paper 

or washi tape. 

Categorization Methods

Organize your supplies based on categories, such as:

• By Type: Group similar items (e.g., all painting supplies together). 
• By Project: Keep supplies for specific projects in designated containers. 

2. Decorating Containers

Personalization

Give repurposed containers a makeover to fit your crafting style:

• Paint: Use acrylic or spray paint to customize colors. 



• Washi Tape: Wrap washi tape around containers for a quick decorative flair. 
• Decoupage: Apply decorative paper or fabric using decoupage techniques for a unique finish. 

Creating Themes

Consider creating themed containers for holidays or seasons. For example:

• Autumn: Use orange and brown tones with leaf motifs. 
• Winter: Decorate with blues and whites, adding snowflake designs. 

3. Using Vertical Space

Wall-Mounted Storage

Use repurposed containers to create wall-mounted storage solutions:

• Hanging Jars: Attach jars to a piece of wood or directly to walls for a functional display. 
• Canned Organizers: Use magnetic strips or hooks to hang decorated cans on walls or boards. 

Shelving Solutions

Install shelves to hold repurposed containers, maximizing vertical space. Arrange containers by size and 
type for optimal accessibility.

Practical Tips for Maximizing Efficiency

1. Regularly Review Supplies

Conduct regular assessments of your supplies to identify which items are being used and which can be 
discarded or donated. This practice ensures that your organization remains efficient.

2. Keep Frequently Used Items Accessible

Place the most commonly used supplies within easy reach. Consider using clear containers for these items 
to allow for quick identification.

3. Assign Specific Locations

Designate specific spots for each category of supplies. When everything has its place, it’s easier to keep 
things organized.

4. Optimize Container Size

Choose containers that fit your available space without overcrowding. If a container is too large or too 
small, it might lead to disorganization.

Involving Kids in the Organization Process

1. Teach Organizational Skills

Involve children in the process of organizing craft supplies. Explain the importance of an orderly 
workspace and demonstrate how to categorize and label items.

2. Empower Creativity

Allow kids to decorate their containers, fostering creativity and making them feel ownership over their 
crafting space.



3. Make it Fun

Turn the organization process into a fun activity by introducing games or competitions. For example, see 
who can sort their supplies the fastest.

4. Establish Cleanup Routines

Develop routines where kids must return supplies to their designated containers after each crafting 
session. Reinforcing these habits helps maintain organization.

Maintaining Your Organized Space

1. Schedule Regular Cleanups

Set aside time each month to clean and reorganize your craft area. Regular maintenance prevents clutter 
from accumulating.

2. Reassess Container Usage

As your crafting evolves, assess whether your current containers still meet your needs. Be willing to 
adjust and replace containers as necessary.

3. Keep a Donation Box

Maintain a donation box for items you no longer use. This practice encourages decluttering and ensures 
that supplies find new homes.

4. Stay Inspired

Keep your crafting area inspiring by regularly updating decor or rearranging containers. Freshening up 
the space can reignite enthusiasm for crafting.

Challenges and Solutions

1. Limited Space

Challenge: Craft supplies can quickly take over your space, leading to clutter.

Solution: Utilize vertical storage solutions, such as wall-mounted containers or shelving units. Consider 
under-the-bed storage as well for less frequently used items.

2. Overstuffed Containers

Challenge: Containers may become overstuffed, making it difficult to find supplies.

Solution: Regularly review and purge items that are no longer needed. Opt for smaller containers for tiny 
items to avoid confusion.

3. Difficulty in Visibility

Challenge: Some containers may obscure visibility, making it hard to find items.

Solution: Use clear containers whenever possible and label them clearly. If using opaque containers, 
ensure they are stacked in a way that allows you to see the contents of each one.



4. Changing Interests

Challenge: As crafting interests change, so too may the supplies you have.

Solution: Be flexible with your organization system. Allow room for new tools and materials, and let go 
of items that no longer inspire you.

Conclusion
Using repurposed containers for craft organization is a creative, cost-effective, and sustainable way to 
manage your supplies. By understanding the benefits, choosing the right types of containers, 
implementing effective organization strategies, and involving kids in the process, you can transform your 
crafting space into a tidy and inspiring environment.

With regular maintenance and a willingness to adapt, your organized craft area will not only enhance your 
crafting experience but also promote a sense of pride and accomplishment. Embrace the charm of 
repurposed containers, and watch your creativity flourish! Happy crafting!
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