
How to Use Photo Boxes for Craft Supply 
Organization

• Writer: ysykzheng 
• Email: ysykart@gmail.com 
• Reading More Articles from Organization Tip 101 
• Buy Me A Coffee   

Crafting can be a deeply rewarding hobby, providing an outlet for creativity and self-expression. 
However, one of the challenges that many crafters face is organizing their supplies in a way that makes 
them easily accessible and manageable. Photo boxes offer a versatile and practical solution for craft 
supply organization. This article delves into the various ways you can utilize photo boxes to keep your 
crafting materials organized, tidy, and visually appealing.

Understanding Photo Boxes

What Are Photo Boxes?

Photo boxes are sturdy containers designed primarily for storing photographs, but their versatility makes 
them suitable for organizing a range of craft supplies. Typically made from cardboard or plastic, these 
boxes come in various sizes and styles, often featuring lids for protection against dust and damage.

Different Types of Photo Boxes

1. Archival Photo Boxes: Designed to protect photos from environmental factors, these boxes are 
perfect for storing delicate items like paper and textiles. 

2. Plastic Storage Boxes: Often transparent, these allow for easy visibility and access to contents. 
3. Decorative Boxes: With colorful designs or patterns, decorative photo boxes can also serve as 

attractive décor in your crafting space. 

Benefits of Using Photo Boxes

1. Versatility

Photo boxes can accommodate a wide variety of supplies, including paper, fabric, embellishments, tools, 
and more.

2. Cost-Effective

Compared to specialized craft storage solutions, photo boxes are often more affordable, making them an 
economical choice for crafters on a budget.

3. Space-Saving

Many photo boxes stack neatly, allowing you to maximize vertical space in your crafting area.

4. Protection

These boxes provide protection against dust, moisture, and physical damage, helping to ensure that your 
supplies remain in excellent condition.
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5. Aesthetically Pleasing

Decorative photo boxes can enhance the visual appeal of your workspace, adding a touch of personality 
and style.

Choosing the Right Photo Boxes

1. Size Considerations

When selecting photo boxes, consider the size of your craft supplies. Smaller boxes work well for bits and 
bobs, while larger ones can accommodate bulkier items.

2. Material

Choose between cardboard and plastic based on your needs. Cardboard offers a lightweight option, 
whereas plastic provides additional durability and water resistance.

3. Closure Type

Look for boxes with secure closures—either snap-on lids or magnetic flaps—to prevent items from 
spilling out.

4. Transparency

Transparent boxes allow you to see the contents without opening them, which can save time when 
searching for specific supplies.

Categorizing Your Craft Supplies
Before diving into organizing your supplies, categorize them into distinct groups. Here are some common 
categories:

1. Paper Goods

• Cardstock: Store different colors and weights separately. 
• Scrapbook Papers: Organize by theme or color. 
• Envelopes and Tags: Keep these together for easy access. 

2. Fabric and Textiles

• Fabrics: Sort by type, like cotton, felt, or linen. 
• Ribbons and Laces: Keep together to avoid tangling. 

3. Tools & Accessories

• Scissors and Cutters: Store with protective sheaths if possible. 
• Adhesives: Group glue sticks, tapes, and liquid glues together. 
• Stamps and Inks: Keep ink pads and stamps in a dedicated box. 

4. Embellishments

• Buttons, Beads, and Sequins: Store similar items together to streamline your crafting process. 
• Die Cuts and Stickers: Keep these sorted by type or theme. 



5. Miscellaneous Supplies

• Templates and Stencils: Store flat items to avoid bending. 
• Crafting Tools: Including brushes, palettes, and other equipment. 

Organizing Different Types of Craft Supplies

1. Paper Supplies

Use smaller photo boxes to store various types of paper goods. For instance:

• Cardstock Box: Organize by color and weight. 
• Scrapbooking Supplies Box: Include themed papers, stickers, and embellishments in one box. 

2. Fabric and Sewing Supplies

For fabric, consider rolling pieces and stacking them vertically in a larger photo box. This method allows 
you to see all fabrics at a glance.

• Ribbon Box: Use small boxes to keep ribbons untangled and sorted by color or type. 

3. Tools and Accessories

Utilize one or multiple boxes for tools:

• Cutting Tools Box: Store scissors, rotary cutters, and blades securely. 
• Adhesive Box: Keep various types of adhesives in one container for convenience. 

4. Embellishments

Sort embellishments into separate boxes based on type. For example:

• Beads and Buttons: Use small compartments within a photo box to prevent mixing. 
• Die Cuts: Keep them flat in a dedicated box to avoid creases. 

Labeling Your Photo Boxes

1. Why Labeling Matters

Labeling your boxes ensures you can quickly locate what you need without opening each one. It enhances 
efficiency and keeps your crafting area organized.

2. Labeling Techniques

• Printed Labels: Use a label maker for a clean and professional look. 
• Handwritten Labels: Create simple labels using masking tape or sticky notes. 
• Color Coding: Implement a color-coding system to represent different categories visually. 

3. Label Placement

Place labels on the sides of boxes that are visible when stacked. For transparent boxes, labeling the front 
makes contents easily identifiable at a glance.



Storage Solutions: Where to Place Your Boxes

1. Shelving Units

Consider placing photo boxes on shelving units for easy access. Ensure that frequently used items are 
within reach.

2. Craft Carts

If mobility is essential, use a rolling cart to hold your organized photo boxes. This setup allows you to 
move your supplies as needed while keeping everything contained.

3. Under-Bed Storage

For less frequently used items, consider under-bed photo box storage. This option maximizes space and 
keeps supplies out of sight but still accessible.

4. Craft Desks

Incorporate boxes into your crafting desk setup. Allocate drawer space specifically for smaller photo 
boxes containing essential supplies.

Maintaining Your Organized System

1. Regular Audits

Perform regular audits of your craft supplies every few months. This practice helps identify items you no 
longer need and encourages decluttering.

2. Seasonal Updates

As seasons change, update your organization to reflect new crafting projects. Swap out supplies according 
to upcoming holidays or events.

3. Reassess Categories

As your collection grows, be open to reassessing your categories and how you organize them. Flexibility 
is key to maintaining order.

Getting Creative with Photo Boxes

1. Upcycling and Decorating

Consider personalizing your photo boxes. You can paint them, cover them with decorative paper, or add 
embellishments to make them visually appealing.

2. Creating Themed Boxes

For specific projects, create themed boxes. For example, a “Holiday Crafts” box can contain all supplies 
related to seasonal projects.

3. Collaborative Boxes

Encourage friends to join you in organizing. Create shared boxes where several crafters contribute items, 
promoting collaboration and community.



4. Crafting Kits

Prepare ready-to-go crafting kits in photo boxes for specific projects. This method saves time and effort 
during your crafting sessions.

Case Studies: Successful Use of Photo Boxes

Case Study 1: The Quilter

Context: A quilter had difficulty managing her vast selection of fabric scraps and quilting tools.

Solution: She implemented a system of photo boxes categorized by fabric type and tool usage. Each box 
was labeled clearly, allowing her to find everything efficiently.

Outcome: The quilter reported a significant increase in productivity and satisfaction, as she could easily 
access the tools and materials she needed for her projects.

Case Study 2: The Scrapbooker

Context: A scrapbooker struggled with an overwhelming amount of paper and embellishments.

Solution: She chose to sort her supplies into various photo boxes, grouping items by themes (e.g., travel, 
family, holidays) and ensuring proper labeling.

Outcome: The scrapbooker found herself more inspired to create and less stressed about finding supplies. 
The organization allowed her to focus on her creative process.

Conclusion
Using photo boxes for craft supply organization is a practical and effective solution for any crafter 
looking to declutter their workspace. By understanding the benefits of photo boxes, choosing the right 
types, categorizing supplies, and maintaining a clear labeling system, you can transform your craft area 
into an organized haven of creativity.

Implementing these strategies not only enhances your crafting experience but also fosters a sense of pride 
and accomplishment in your organized environment. As you continue to refine your organizational 
methods, remember to embrace creativity and adaptability, ensuring that your space remains functional 
and inspiring.

With this guide, you’re equipped to take control of your craft supplies, allowing your artistic vision to 
flourish without the burden of chaos. Happy crafting!
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