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In today’s fast-paced world, keeping our living spaces organized can often feel like a daunting task. With 
the proliferation of small items in our homes—especially remote controls, chargers, and various knick-
knacks—it’s easy for clutter to accumulate. One effective solution to this problem is the use of decorative 
trays. These versatile pieces not only serve a functional purpose but also enhance the aesthetic appeal of 
our spaces.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore how to effectively use decorative trays for organizing 
remote controls and other small items. From choosing the right tray to arranging your items in a visually 
pleasing manner, we’ll cover everything you need to know to make decorative trays a stylish and practical 
addition to your home.

The Importance of Organization
Before diving into the specifics of decorative trays, it’s essential to understand why organization matters. 
An organized space contributes to a more serene environment, reduces stress, and enhances productivity. 
Here’s why keeping small items like remote controls tidy is crucial:

• Reduces Clutter: Clutter can be overwhelming; having a designated space for remote controls 
and small items helps minimize chaos. 

• Enhances Aesthetics: Decorative trays can elevate the visual appeal of any surface, making it 
look curated rather than chaotic. 

• Improves Functionality: An organized space allows for easier access to items, saving time and 
frustration in the long run. 

By utilizing decorative trays, you can seamlessly blend functionality with style, creating a harmonious 
living environment.

Choosing the Right Decorative Tray

3.1. Material Considerations

When selecting a decorative tray, one of the first factors to consider is the material. Various materials can 
impart different vibes and durability:

• Wood: Offers a rustic feel and is sturdy, making it ideal for heavier items. 
• Metal: Adds a modern touch and often comes in sleek designs. It’s also easy to clean. 
• Ceramic: Provides a delicate and artistic flair, perfect for lighter items. 
• Plastic: Lightweight and versatile, plastic trays are often less expensive and come in various 

colors and designs. 

3.2. Size and Shape

The size and shape of the tray should be dictated by the space it will occupy and the items it will hold:
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• Rectangular Trays: Great for coffee tables or consoles as they provide ample space for multiple 
items. 

• Round Trays: Ideal for smaller surfaces, such as nightstands or side tables, where they can create 
a softer look. 

• Large vs. Small: Consider the quantity of items you intend to store. A larger tray can 
accommodate several remotes, while a smaller one might be best for just a few essentials. 

3.3. Color and Design

The color and design of your decorative tray should complement your existing decor. Here are some 
considerations:

• Neutral Colors: If your decor is eclectic, a neutral-colored tray can provide balance. 
• Bold Patterns: A tray with vibrant patterns can act as a statement piece and draw attention. 
• Seasonal Designs: Changing trays with the seasons can keep your home feeling fresh and 

inviting. 

Placement of Decorative Trays
Where you place your decorative tray can significantly impact its functionality and aesthetic appeal. Let’s 
explore the best locations for decorative trays in various rooms.

4.1. Living Room

The living room is often the heart of the home, making it an ideal place for decorative trays:

• Coffee Tables: A central location for a tray, allowing easy access to remote controls, coasters, and 
snacks. 

• Side Tables: Perfect for holding a tray of items that you frequently use, like reading glasses or 
small books. 

4.2. Bedroom

In the bedroom, trays can help keep essential items organized:

• Nightstands: Place a tray on your nightstand to hold items like a clock, book, and charging 
cables. 

• Dresser: A decorative tray can organize jewelry, perfumes, and other small items, giving your 
dresser a polished look. 

4.3. Kitchen

Decorative trays can also find a home in the kitchen:

• Countertops: Use trays to corral cooking oils, spices, or utensils, keeping the countertop 
organized. 

• Dining Tables: A tray on the dining table can hold condiments, napkins, or small decorations for 
easy access during meals. 

4.4. Home Office

In a home office, trays can enhance both organization and style:

• Desk: A tray can organize pens, notes, and small stationery items, making your workspace more 
efficient. 

• Shelves: Use trays to display important documents or personal items in a cohesive way. 



Arranging Remote Controls and Small Items
Now that you have your decorative tray and placement sorted out, the next step is arranging the contents. 
Here are some tips for effective arrangement:

5.1. Categorizing Items

Before placing items in the tray, categorize them based on function:

• Remote Controls: Group all remote controls together for easy access. 
• Chargers and Cables: Keep charging cables neatly bundled or tucked away to prevent tangling. 
• Miscellaneous Items: Identify any other small items that are frequently used, like coasters or 

small tools, and include them in the tray. 

5.2. Layering Techniques

Layering your items can create visual interest and maximize space:

• Tall Items at the Back: Place taller items, like remote controls, at the back of the tray to keep 
sightlines clear. 

• Shorter Items in Front: Position shorter items in front to ensure all items are easily visible and 
reachable. 

5.3. Utilizing Dividers

If your tray is large enough, consider using dividers to keep items organized:

• Small Baskets or Boxes: Use small containers within the tray to separate different categories. 
• DIY Dividers: You can create simple dividers using cardboard or wood to personalize your setup. 

Personalizing Your Tray
To truly make your decorative tray your own, consider adding personal touches:

6.1. Adding Personal Touches

Incorporate elements that reflect your personality and style:

• Family Photos: Including a small framed photo can add warmth and personalization. 
• Plants or Flowers: A tiny succulent or a small vase of flowers can bring life to your tray. 

6.2. Seasonal Decor

Changing your tray decor with the seasons can keep your space feeling fresh:

• Spring/Summer: Use bright colors and floral elements. 
• Fall/Winter: Incorporate warmer tones or holiday-themed decor. 

Maintaining Your Decorative Tray
To keep your decorative tray looking its best, regular maintenance is key:

• Regular Cleaning: Dust and clean the tray regularly to prevent buildup. 
• Reassess Contents: Periodically check the items in your tray. Remove things that no longer 

belong or that you don’t use anymore. 



Conclusion
Decorative trays are a fantastic solution for organizing remote controls and small items while enhancing 
the aesthetics of your home. By carefully selecting the right tray, positioning it thoughtfully, and 
arranging items effectively, you can create a stylish and functional space.

Moreover, personalizing your tray can turn a simple organizational tool into a reflection of your 
personality and style. With these ideas and tips, you can embrace the art of organization while enjoying 
the beauty that decorative trays bring to your home. The next time you feel overwhelmed by clutter, 
remember that a well-placed decorative tray might just be the stylish solution you need.
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