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A Lazy Susan is a versatile tool that can make accessing hard-to-reach items in your kitchen, pantry, or 
any storage area easier and more efficient. Whether you have limited space or just want to optimize your 
organization, incorporating a Lazy Susan into your design can transform chaos into order. This 
comprehensive guide will explore how to effectively use a Lazy Susan for hard-to-reach items, from 
understanding its benefits to practical tips for maximizing its potential.

Introduction
In our daily lives, we often struggle with organizing items in a way that maximizes both accessibility and 
efficiency. The Lazy Susan—a rotating tray—has emerged as a practical solution for reaching those 
elusive items stored in corners or deep shelves. Its simple design allows users to spin it around, bringing 
everything within reach without the hassle of digging through clutter.

This guide will delve into the versatility of the Lazy Susan, exploring how to use it effectively for hard-
to-reach items, along with tips for maintaining an organized space.

Understanding the Lazy Susan

History of the Lazy Susan

The origins of the Lazy Susan are somewhat ambiguous, but its design has been traced back to at least the 
18th century. Initially referred to as a “dumbwaiter,” it was used primarily in dining settings to serve 
food. Over time, the term “Lazy Susan” became popularized, particularly in American households, where 
it transitioned into kitchens and pantries as an organizational tool.

Types of Lazy Susans

Lazy Susans come in various shapes, sizes, and materials, each suited to different storage needs:

1. Standard Round: Typically used in kitchen cabinets, these circular trays can hold spices, 
condiments, and other small items. 

2. Square or Rectangular: Ideal for corner cabinets, these shapes provide better surface area for 
larger items. 

3. Tiered or Multi-Level: Perfect for maximizing vertical space, tiered Lazy Susans allow for 
stacking multiple levels of items. 

4. Specialty Designs: Some Lazy Susans feature compartments or dividers, making them suitable for 
crafts, office supplies, or bathroom essentials. 

Benefits of Using a Lazy Susan
1. Maximizes Space: By utilizing vertical and corner areas, Lazy Susans help you take full 

advantage of available storage. 
2. Improves Accessibility: Items stored on a Lazy Susan can be easily accessed by simply spinning 
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the tray, reducing the need to reach awkwardly or dig through other items. 
3. Enhances Organization: Group similar items together on the tray, making it simpler to find what 

you need without creating clutter. 
4. Versatile Usage: Lazy Susans can be used in various rooms and for a multitude of purposes, 

including food storage, craft supplies, and personal care products. 

Choosing the Right Lazy Susan
When selecting a Lazy Susan, consider the following factors to ensure you choose one that meets your 
needs:

1. Size: Measure the space where you plan to place the Lazy Susan to ensure it fits comfortably 
without overcrowding. 

2. Material: Choose a material that complements your decor while being durable enough for 
everyday use. Common materials include wood, plastic, glass, and metal. 

3. Weight Capacity: Ensure the Lazy Susan can support the weight of the items you intend to store. 
A sturdier design is essential for heavier goods. 

4. Ease of Cleaning: Consider how easy it is to clean the Lazy Susan, especially if it will store food 
items. 

Using a Lazy Susan in Various Spaces

In the Kitchen

The kitchen is perhaps the most common place to utilize a Lazy Susan. Here are some effective ways to 
incorporate it:

1. Spice Rack: Use a Lazy Susan to organize spices, ensuring they are all visible and accessible 
when cooking. 

2. Condiment Holder: Place frequently used condiments like ketchup, mustard, and salad dressings 
on a Lazy Susan for easy access during meals. 

3. Baking Supplies: Store baking essentials such as oils, extracts, and sugars on a Lazy Susan, 
allowing for quick retrieval. 

In the Pantry

In a pantry, a Lazy Susan can help manage space effectively:

1. Canned Goods: Group canned vegetables, fruits, and soups on a Lazy Susan for easy viewing and 
access. 

2. Snacks: Create a dedicated snack section using a Lazy Susan to keep chips, nuts, and granola bars 
organized. 

3. Dry Goods: Use it for bulk items such as grains, pasta, and rice, keeping them neatly arranged 
and easy to identify. 

In the Bathroom

Lazy Susans can also be beneficial in bathrooms:

1. Toiletries: Organize personal care items like shampoos, conditioners, and lotions on a Lazy Susan 
for easy access. 

2. Makeup Station: Keep your cosmetics organized on a Lazy Susan, allowing you to rotate to find 
what you need quickly. 



3. Cleaning Supplies: Store cleaning products in a bathroom cupboard on a Lazy Susan for easy 
reach and visibility. 

In the Living Room

Consider using a Lazy Susan in your living areas for added convenience:

1. Remote Control Organizer: Place remotes, coasters, and other small items on a Lazy Susan to 
minimize clutter on coffee tables. 

2. Craft Supplies: If you enjoy crafting, dedicate a Lazy Susan for paints, brushes, and other 
supplies. 

3. Game Night Essentials: Use a Lazy Susan for board games, cards, and snacks during family 
game nights. 

Organizing Hard-to-Reach Items
A Lazy Susan can help you tackle hard-to-reach items effectively. Here’s how to organize them:

Grouping Similar Items

1. Categorize: Identify categories for the items you want to store, such as baking supplies, snacks, or 
cleaning products. 

2. Use Containers: For smaller items, consider using smaller containers or bins on the Lazy Susan 
to keep everything together. 

3. Prioritize Visibility: Arrange items so that the most commonly used ones are toward the front, 
allowing for quick access. 

Labeling for Easy Access

1. Create Labels: Clearly label each item or category on the Lazy Susan. This helps everyone in the 
household know where to find things. 

2. Use Color Coding: Consider color-coded labels for different types of items to enhance visual 
organization. 

3. Position Labels Strategically: Make sure labels are facing outward for easy visibility when the 
Lazy Susan is in use. 

Maintenance and Cleaning
Maintaining a clean and organized Lazy Susan is key to its effectiveness:

1. Regular Cleaning: Wipe down the Lazy Susan regularly to prevent dust and grime buildup. Use 
warm soapy water or appropriate cleaners depending on the material. 

2. Check for Expiration Dates: If the Lazy Susan holds food items, periodically check expiration 
dates and discard anything that is no longer usable. 

3. Reassess Organization: Every few months, review the items stored on your Lazy Susan to 
reorganize based on changing needs or preferences. 

Creative Uses Beyond Storage
Beyond traditional storage, Lazy Susans can be utilized in creative ways:

1. Artistic Displays: Use a Lazy Susan as a rotating display for art pieces or collectibles. 
2. Food Presentation: Serve appetizers or desserts on a Lazy Susan during parties, allowing guests 

to easily access food. 



3. Gardening Supplies: Keep gardening tools, seeds, and plant food on a Lazy Susan for easy 
access while tending to plants. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid
While using a Lazy Susan can be highly beneficial, there are common mistakes to avoid:

1. Overloading: Avoid piling too many items onto the Lazy Susan, which can hinder its 
functionality and lead to spills. 

2. Ignoring Size: Ensure that the Lazy Susan fits well within the storage area; oversized units can be 
cumbersome in tight spaces. 

3. Neglecting Cleaning: Regular maintenance and cleaning are crucial for preventing odors and 
maintaining hygiene, especially for food storage. 

Case Studies: Successful Lazy Susan Implementations

Case Study 1: The Thompson Family Kitchen

The Thompsons struggled with a chaotic kitchen cabinet filled with various spices and condiments. By 
implementing a tiered Lazy Susan, they organized all their spices in one spot, making cooking more 
enjoyable and efficient. They labeled each spice container clearly, allowing even their children to help in 
the kitchen.

Case Study 2: The Roberts’ Pantry Revamp

In an attempt to declutter their pantry, the Roberts family incorporated Lazy Susans for their canned 
goods and snacks. After initial struggles with accessibility, they found that grouping similar items and 
labeling sections significantly improved their pantry’s functionality. The transformation reduced food 
waste and made meal prep smoother.

Case Study 3: The Green Family Bathroom Upgrade

The Greens decided to organize their bathroom using a Lazy Susan for toiletries. They designated one for 
kids’ bath items, making it fun and easy for their children to reach their shampoo and body wash. This 
helped instill a sense of responsibility in the kids while keeping the bathroom tidy.

Conclusion
The Lazy Susan is a practical and versatile tool that can make accessing hard-to-reach items easier and 
more organized. By understanding how to effectively implement and maintain a Lazy Susan in various 
spaces, you can streamline your home organization efforts and create a more functional environment.

From maximizing your kitchen space to organizing bathroom essentials, incorporating a Lazy Susan into 
your design promotes efficiency and reduces clutter. Adopting smart habits and strategies will ensure 
your Lazy Susan continues to serve you well for years to come. Embrace the simplicity of the Lazy Susan 
for a more organized, accessible, and enjoyable living space!
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