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In an era where sustainability is paramount, the practice of upcycling has gained significant traction. 
Upcycling involves creatively repurposing old or unused items into functional products, reducing waste 
and environmental impact while also saving money. One area where upcycling can be particularly 
beneficial is in office supply storage. Instead of buying new storage solutions, many household items can 
be transformed into practical organizers for your workspace.

This comprehensive guide will explore various methods to upcycle common household items for office 
supply storage. We’ll discuss creative ideas, practical tips, and step-by-step instructions for transforming 
everyday objects into unique storage solutions. Whether you’re a student, a professional working from 
home, or simply looking to declutter your space, this article aims to inspire you to think outside the box 
and repurpose what you already have.

The Benefits of Upcycling

1.1. Environmental Impact

Upcycling significantly contributes to reducing waste:

• Landfill Reduction: By repurposing items that would otherwise end up in landfills, we can lessen 
our ecological footprint. 

• Resource Conservation: Upcycling helps conserve resources by reducing the demand for new 
materials and manufactured goods. 

1.2. Cost Savings

Creating your own storage solutions can save you money:

• Eliminating Purchasing Costs: By using items you already own, you can avoid spending on new 
storage containers. 

• Budget-Friendly Solutions: Many upcycling projects require minimal investment in materials, 
making them affordable options. 

1.3. Personal Creativity

Upcycling allows for personal expression and creativity:

• Customized Solutions: You can tailor storage solutions to fit your specific needs and style 
preferences. 

• Creative Satisfaction: Engaging in DIY projects can be fulfilling and rewarding, enhancing your 
sense of accomplishment. 
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Common Household Items to Upcycle

2.1. Jars and Containers

Glass jars, plastic containers, and other similar items can serve multiple purposes:

• Mason Jars: Excellent for storing pens, pencils, and other small supplies. 
• Plastic Food Containers: Ideal for organizing sticky notes, paper clips, and more. 

2.2. Boxes and Cans

Boxes and cans are versatile materials for crafting organizers:

• Cardboard Boxes: Easily transformed into drawer organizers or desktop trays. 
• Tin Cans: Perfect for holding writing utensils and other tools. 

2.3. Old Furniture

Repurposing furniture can create stylish storage solutions:

• Bookshelves: Use bookshelves to store binders, files, and supplies. 
• Drawer Units: Old dressers can be converted into multi-functional storage units. 

2.4. Fabric and Textiles

Fabric scraps and old clothes can be turned into useful organizers:

• Old T-Shirts: Cut and sew into small baskets for miscellaneous items. 
• Curtains: Repurpose used curtains into fabric organizers. 

Creative Upcycling Ideas for Office Supply Storage

3.1. Mason Jar Organizers

Mason jars are incredibly versatile and can be used for various office supplies:

• Pencil Holder: Fill mason jars with pens and pencils for easy access. 
• Labelled Storage: Add labels to jars for better organization—e.g., “Paper Clips,” “Sticky Notes.” 

3.2. Tin Can Pencil Holders

Turn empty tin cans into stylish pencil holders:

• Decorate: Paint the cans or cover them with decorative paper for an appealing look. 
• Grouping: Group different sizes of cans together to hold various office supplies. 

3.3. Cardboard Box Drawers

Old cardboard boxes can be easily transformed into drawer organizers:

• Cutting and Folding: Cut boxes to size and fold them to create dividers. 
• Storage Solutions: Use these drawers to store documents, papers, and smaller supplies. 

3.4. Old Furniture as Storage

Give new life to old furniture pieces:

• Repurposed Shelves: Use old shelves to create a dedicated storage area for office supplies. 
• Dresser to Desk: Convert an old dresser into a desk with ample storage for supplies. 



3.5. Fabric Scrap Baskets

Sewing small fabric baskets from scrap material is a fun project:

• Customization: Choose fabrics that match your office decor for a cohesive look. 
• Organizing: Use these baskets to hold miscellaneous items or craft supplies. 

Step-by-Step Guides for Upcycling Projects

4.1. Creating a Mason Jar Organizer

Materials Needed:

• Mason jars 
• Labels 
• A wooden board (optional for wall mounting) 

Instructions:

1. Clean the Jars: Remove any labels and wash the mason jars thoroughly. 
2. Labeling: Use adhesive labels to mark each jar according to its contents. 
3. Mounting (Optional): If desired, attached the jars to a wooden board and mount it on the wall for 

easy access. 

4.2. Turning Tin Cans into Desk Accessories

Materials Needed:

• Empty tin cans 
• Paint or decorative paper 
• Glue 
• Scissors 

Instructions:

1. Clean the Cans: Rinse out any residue and remove labels. 
2. Decorate: Paint or cover the cans with decorative paper using glue. 
3. Fill: Once dry, fill them with pens, markers, or other office supplies. 

4.3. Making Drawer Dividers from Cardboard

Materials Needed:

• Old cardboard boxes 
• Ruler 
• Scissors 
• Tape or glue 

Instructions:

1. Measure Drawer Size: Measure the dimensions of the drawer where you want to place the 
dividers. 

2. Cut the Cardboard: Cut cardboard pieces based on your measurements. 
3. Assemble: Create sections within the drawer by arranging the cardboard pieces and securing them 

with tape or glue. 



4.4. Repurposing Old Shelves for Storage

Materials Needed:

• Old shelving unit 
• Paint (optional) 
• Brackets (if mounting) 

Instructions:

1. Clean the Shelf: Dust and clean the shelf to prepare it for use. 
2. Paint (Optional): Apply a fresh coat of paint if desired. 
3. Install: Mount the shelf on the wall or use it directly on your desk to hold books, documents, and 

organizers. 

4.5. Sewing Fabric Baskets from Scraps

Materials Needed:

• Fabric scraps 
• Sewing machine 
• Thread 
• Scissors 

Instructions:

1. Cut Fabric: Cut fabric into rectangular pieces for the basket’s sides and base. 
2. Sew Together: Sew the pieces together to create the basket shape. 
3. Finishing Touches: Turn the basket inside out and add any embellishments if desired. 

Tips for Successful Upcycling

5.1. Assessing Item Suitability

Not all items are suitable for upcycling:

• Condition Check: Ensure that the items are in good condition and safe to use. 
• Functional Purpose: Consider whether the item can realistically serve the intended purpose 

effectively. 

5.2. Gathering Materials

Before starting your project, gather all necessary materials:

• Tools: Ensure you have scissors, glue, paint, labels, and any other required tools at hand. 
• Workspace Preparation: Set up a clean, organized workspace to facilitate your project. 

5.3. Planning Your Design

Having a plan can make the upcycling process smoother:

• Sketch Ideas: Create sketches to visualize how you want the finished product to look. 
• Be Flexible: Stay open to changes during the project; sometimes, improvisation leads to the best 

outcomes. 



Maintaining Your Upcycled Office Supply Storage

6.1. Regular Cleaning

Keep your upcycled organizers clean and tidy:

• Dusting: Regularly dust off jars, cans, and baskets to maintain their appearance. 
• Wipe Down: Use a damp cloth to wipe surfaces as needed. 

6.2. Adjusting for Changing Needs

As your needs change, so should your storage solutions:

• Reevaluate Organization: Periodically assess whether your current system still works for you. 
• Modify: Be willing to modify or switch out storage solutions based on new supplies or changing 

work habits. 

6.3. Repairs and Updates

Keep your upcycled items in good repair:

• Fix Damage Promptly: Address wear and tear quickly to prevent further deterioration. 
• Refresh Designs: Occasionally repaint or redecorate your upcycled items to keep things looking 

fresh. 

Conclusion
Upcycling household items for office supply storage not only promotes sustainability but also allows for 
creativity and personalization in your workspace. By transforming everyday items into practical 
organizers, you can reduce clutter, save money, and express your unique style.

From jars and cans to old furniture and fabric scraps, the possibilities for upcycling are endless. With the 
right techniques and a little imagination, you can create a functional and aesthetically pleasing workspace 
that enhances your productivity.

Embrace the art of upcycling, and let your creativity flow as you find innovative ways to organize your 
office supplies while contributing positively to the environment. The next time you consider tossing 
something away, ask yourself: How can I transform this into something useful? The answer might just 
surprise you!

• Writer: ysykzheng 
• Email: ysykart@gmail.com 
• Reading More Articles from Organization Tip 101 
• Buy Me A Coffee   

https://ko-fi.com/ysykzheng
https://organizationtip101.com/

	How to Upcycle Household Items for Office Supply Storage
	The Benefits of Upcycling
	1.1. Environmental Impact
	1.2. Cost Savings
	1.3. Personal Creativity

	Common Household Items to Upcycle
	2.1. Jars and Containers
	2.2. Boxes and Cans
	2.3. Old Furniture
	2.4. Fabric and Textiles

	Creative Upcycling Ideas for Office Supply Storage
	3.1. Mason Jar Organizers
	3.2. Tin Can Pencil Holders
	3.3. Cardboard Box Drawers
	3.4. Old Furniture as Storage
	3.5. Fabric Scrap Baskets

	Step-by-Step Guides for Upcycling Projects
	4.1. Creating a Mason Jar Organizer
	4.2. Turning Tin Cans into Desk Accessories
	4.3. Making Drawer Dividers from Cardboard
	4.4. Repurposing Old Shelves for Storage
	4.5. Sewing Fabric Baskets from Scraps

	Tips for Successful Upcycling
	5.1. Assessing Item Suitability
	5.2. Gathering Materials
	5.3. Planning Your Design

	Maintaining Your Upcycled Office Supply Storage
	6.1. Regular Cleaning
	6.2. Adjusting for Changing Needs
	6.3. Repairs and Updates

	Conclusion


