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Storing outdoor furniture properly during the winter months is essential for maintaining its quality and 
longevity. The harsh winter elements—snow, rain, ice, and freezing temperatures—can cause significant 
damage to your outdoor pieces if they are not protected. This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth 
look at how to prepare, store, and maintain outdoor furniture through the winter season.

Understanding Different Types of Outdoor Furniture

Materials Used in Outdoor Furniture

The type of material used in outdoor furniture significantly influences how it should be stored. Here are 
some common materials:

• Wood: Teak, cedar, and eucalyptus are popular choices. Wood requires special treatment to 
prevent rotting or cracking. 

• Metal: Aluminum and wrought iron are durable but can rust if not properly treated. 
• Resin: Synthetic wicker and plastic are often weather-resistant but may still degrade without 

proper care. 
• Fabric: Outdoor cushions and fabric furniture need extra attention as they can absorb moisture 

and lead to mold growth. 

Common Types of Outdoor Furniture

1. Chairs and Tables: Commonly made from wood, metal, or resin. 
2. Benches: Often constructed from durable materials; may require additional care. 
3. Loungers: Typically include cushions that must be handled carefully. 
4. Umbrellas and Canopies: Require specific storage to avoid damage to the fabric and frame. 
5. Fire Pits and Heaters: These may need to be disconnected and stored separately. 

Assessing Your Outdoor Furniture Before Storage

Inspection Techniques

Before storing your furniture, conduct a thorough inspection:

1. Check for Stability: Ensure that all screws and bolts are tight. 
2. Examine for Wear: Look for scratches, dents, or other signs of damage. 
3. Inspect Fabric: If applicable, check for discoloration, stains, or wear. 

Identifying Damage

1. Wood Scratches: Identify any deep scratches or areas where paint is peeling. 
2. Rust on Metal: Look for rust spots, especially on joints and welds. 
3. Mold or Mildew on Fabrics: Inspect for any signs of mold, especially in areas exposed to 
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moisture. 

Preparing Your Outdoor Furniture for Storage

Cleaning Guidelines

Before storage, clean your furniture thoroughly. Here’s how:

1. Wood Furniture:

• Use a mild soap solution and a soft cloth to wipe down surfaces. 
• Avoid soaking the wood; instead, use a damp cloth followed by a dry one. 

2. Metal Furniture:

• Use a mixture of vinegar and water to remove rust. 
• Rinse with clean water and dry thoroughly. 

3. Resin and Plastic:

• Clean using warm soapy water and a sponge. 
• Rinse well and ensure all dirt is removed. 

4. Cushions and Fabrics:

• Remove covers if possible and wash according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
• Dry completely before storage to prevent mildew. 

Drying Procedures

Ensure all items are completely dry before storage:

1. Air Drying: Leave furniture outdoors in a dry, sunny location for several hours. 
2. Use Towels: Pat down any excess water with towels, especially for wooden or cushioned 

furniture. 

Storage Solutions: Options for Storing Outdoor Furniture

Indoor Storage

1. Basement: A cool, dry basement can be suitable for long-term storage. 
2. Garage: Offers protection from the elements while allowing easy access. 
3. Shed: If you have a shed, this can also serve as a good indoor storage option. 

Outdoor Storage Options

If indoor storage isn’t available, consider these outdoor options:

1. Deck Boxes: Weather-resistant deck boxes are great for cushions and smaller items. 
2. Storage Sheds: Opt for a dedicated outdoor storage shed to keep larger items safe. 
3. Patio Storage Containers: These can double as functional furniture while providing storage. 

Portable Storage Solutions

1. Storage Pods: Renting a storage pod can provide a temporary solution for furniture that won’t fit 
indoors. 

2. Self-Storage Units: If you have a lot of furniture to store, renting a unit might be the best option. 



Protective Measures for Outdoor Furniture

Using Covers

1. Invest in Quality Covers: Choose breathable, waterproof covers designed specifically for 
outdoor furniture. 

2. Secure Fastenings: Ensure that all covers are securely fastened to prevent them from blowing 
away in the wind. 

Applying Protective Coatings

1. Wood Sealants: Apply a wood sealant to protect against water damage and UV radiation. 
2. Metal Treatments: Use rust inhibitors on metal furniture, especially if it’s going to be stored 

outdoors. 
3. Fabric Treatments: Consider using a fabric protector spray to repel water and stains. 

Maintaining Outdoor Furniture During Winter

Periodic Checks

During the winter months, regularly check your stored furniture:

1. Look for Moisture: Open storage containers occasionally to check for dampness or mold. 
2. Inspect Furniture: Check items for any signs of damage or wear. 

Moisture Control

1. Dehumidifiers: If storing in a closed space, consider using a dehumidifier to control moisture 
levels. 

2. Silica Gel Packs: Place silica gel packs inside storage containers to absorb excess moisture. 

Reintroducing Outdoor Furniture in Spring

Cleaning and Refreshing

When spring arrives, it’s time to bring your outdoor furniture back into use:

1. Deep Cleaning: Follow the same cleaning guidelines to remove dust and debris accumulated 
during storage. 

2. Refresh Cushions: Reapply protective treatments if necessary and ensure all cushions are dry. 

Inspection Before Use

1. Final Check: Conduct another thorough inspection before placing your furniture outside. 
2. Fix Minor Issues: Address any minor repairs needed to ensure everything is in working order. 

Conclusion
Properly storing outdoor furniture for the winter months is crucial for preserving its beauty and 
functionality. By understanding the types of materials involved, preparing your furniture adequately, 
choosing the right storage solutions, and implementing protective measures, you can safeguard your 
investment for many years to come.

In addition to protecting your furniture, this process can create opportunities for family bonding and skill-
building, making it a rewarding experience. As you transition your outdoor furniture into hibernation for 



the winter, remember that the care you invest now will pay off when the sun shines again, inviting you 
back to enjoy your beautiful outdoor spaces. Happy organizing!
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