How to Store Board Games and Puzzles Neatly
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Board games and puzzles are a staple in many households, providing entertainment and fostering social
interaction. However, they can quickly become disorganized and cluttered, making it challenging to find
your favorite game or puzzle when you want to play. This comprehensive guide will explore various
methods for storing board games and puzzles neatly, ensuring they remain in excellent condition while
being easily accessible.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Storage

Benefits of Organized Game Storage

1. Enhanced Accessibility: An organized collection makes it easier to locate games and puzzles
quickly, allowing for spontaneous game nights without rummaging through clutter.

2. Protection from Damage: Proper storage helps protect boxes and components from wear, tear,
and moisture, extending the lifespan of your games.

3. Space Optimization: An organized approach maximizes space usage, preventing overcrowding
and making the area visually appealing.

4. Encouragement of Use: When your games and puzzles are neatly stored, you’re more likely to
engage with them rather than letting them collect dust.

5. Social Engagement: A well-organized game collection invites friends and family to enjoy game
nights, encouraging bonding and fun.

Common Challenges in Storing Board Games and Puzzles

1. Size and Shape Variability: Board games and puzzles come in various sizes and shapes,
complicating storage solutions.

2. Component Clutter: Many games contain multiple components, such as cards, tokens, and
boards, which can lead to messy storage if not managed properly.

3. Frequent Additions: As new games and puzzles are acquired, maintaining organization becomes
increasingly challenging.

4. Limited Space: Many homes lack adequate space for storing sizable collections, necessitating
creative storage solutions.

Assessing Your Collection

Before diving into storage solutions, it’s essential to assess your board game and puzzle collection.

Inventorying Your Games and Puzzles

1. Gather Everything: Start by collecting all your board games and puzzles in one location. This
allows for a thorough assessment.

2. Create an Inventory List: Document each game and puzzle, including important details like title,
publisher, number of players, and playtime. This step is crucial for keeping track of your
collection.

3. Check Condition: Examine each item for any damage or missing components. Take notes on
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items that may require repair or replacement.

Identifying Categories

1.

Type of Game/Puzzle: Group items based on their type. For example, categorize strategy games,
party games, card games, and puzzles separately.

Age Appropriateness: Consider organizing games by age group (e.g., kids, teens, adults), making
it easier to select appropriate options for different gatherings.

Frequency of Use: Identify which games and puzzles you play most often and prioritize their
storage for easy access.

Complexity Level: Some games require more time and effort to set up. You could separate casual
games from those requiring extensive setup or strategic thinking.

Choosing the Right Storage Solutions

Selecting the appropriate storage solutions is vital for keeping your games and puzzles organized.

Shelves and Units

1.

Bookshelves: A standard bookshelf offers ample space for storing games vertically. Ensure
shelves are sturdy enough to hold the weight of the games.

Wall-Mounted Units: If floor space is limited, consider installing wall-mounted shelving to keep
games off the ground while displaying them attractively.

Cube Shelving: Cube units provide modular storage options, allowing you to customize the
arrangement according to your collection’s size and shape.

Corner Shelves: Utilize corner spaces to install shelving units that maximize otherwise unused
areas.

Storage Bins and Boxes

1.

Clear Plastic Containers: Clear bins allow for easy visibility of contents, making it simple to
find specific games or puzzles at a glance.

Stackable Bins: Stackable containers help maintain organization while maximizing vertical
storage space. Look for bins specifically designed for games and puzzles.

Cardboard Boxes: Use sturdy cardboard boxes to store games or components that aren’t used
frequently. Label each box for quick identification.

Under-Bed Storage: If you’re short on space, utilize under-bed storage bins for seasonal games
or puzzles that aren’t used year-round.

Game Organizers

1.

Inserts and Trays: Many board games offer customizable inserts or trays to keep components
organized within the box. These minimize clutter during gameplay.

Bagging Components: For games lacking built-in organizers, consider using small bags or
ziplock bags for storing pieces. Label each bag for clarity.

Modular Organizers: Some modular organizers adapt to various game sizes, allowing you to
create a tailored solution for your collection.

Digital Alternatives

1.

2.

Board Game Apps: Use apps like Board Game Atlas or BGStats to catalog your games digitally,
helping you track ownership and status without physical clutter.
Scanning Components: For puzzles, consider scanning puzzle images and storing them digitally,



eliminating the need to keep every physical copy.

3. Online Marketplaces: Explore online platforms for digital versions of popular board games,

reducing the need for physical copies.

Creative Organization Techniques

Effective organization goes beyond mere storage; it involves thoughtful arrangement and labeling.

Categorization Methods

1.
2.

Alphabetical Order: Arrange your collection alphabetically by title for straightforward access.
Genre/Theme Grouping: Organize games and puzzles by genre or theme, such as fantasy, trivia,
or education, making it easier to choose based on mood and occasion.

Family vs. Strategy Games: Separate family-friendly games from more complex strategy games,
ensuring quick selection based on the audience.

Arrangement Styles

1.

Vertical Stacking: Store games vertically to save space and prevent damage. Avoid stacking too
many games on top of one another to ensure stability.

Display and Store: Showcase particularly beautiful or unique games on shelves as decorative
items while still retaining easy access.

Mixed Arrangements: Consider mixing arrangements based on frequency of use—place your
most-used games at eye level while storing less frequently played items higher or lower.

Labeling Systems

1.

Printed Labels: Use printed labels for clear identification of categories or sections. Self-adhesive
labels work well on both bins and boxes.

Color-Coded System: Implement a color-coded labeling system to visually distinguish between
different types or genres of games, making navigation quicker.

Tagging: Attach tags to game boxes with essential information, such as player count, average
playtime, and complexity level.

Maintaining Your Organized Space

An organized collection requires ongoing effort to remain tidy and functional.

Routine Maintenance

1.

Monthly Checks: Set aside time each month to inspect your games and puzzles. Check for any
that need reorganization or cleaning.

Dust Regularly: Keeping your storage areas clean prevents dust build-up and maintains an
inviting appearance.

Review Usage: Monitor how often games are played. If certain games are consistently
overlooked, consider relocating them to free up valuable space.

Adapting to New Additions

1.

System for New Acquisitions: Establish a designated area for newly acquired games and puzzles
until they can be integrated into your existing organization system.

. Evaluate Space Needs: As your collection grows, reassess your storage solutions and make

adjustments to accommodate new arrivals.



3. Decluttering: Periodically evaluate your collection for items you no longer use or enjoy. Donate
or sell games and puzzles that no longer fit your interests.

Final Thoughts

Storing board games and puzzles neatly is essential for enhancing accessibility, protecting your
collection, and creating an inviting space for fun and creativity. By assessing your collection, choosing
appropriate storage solutions, and implementing effective organizational techniques, you can turn your
hobby room into a well-ordered haven for gaming enthusiasts.

Remember, organization is an ongoing process. Regular maintenance and the willingness to adapt to
changes will keep your collection manageable and enjoyable for years to come. Happy gaming!
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