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The holiday season brings joy, warmth, and a sense of togetherness. However, it can also lead to chaos 
when it comes to decorating. Many people accumulate a variety of decorations over the years, making it 
challenging to find what they need when the time comes to celebrate. Sorting holiday decorations by 
category is an effective way to streamline your decorating process, help you stay organized, and make the 
most out of your festive items. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the steps to sort your 
holiday decorations by category, offering tips, ideas, and practical advice for a more enjoyable holiday 
experience.

Understanding the Benefits of Sorting Decorations

Easier Access

Sorting holiday decorations makes them easier to access:

• Quick Retrieval: When your decorations are well-organized, you can quickly find what you need 
without rummaging through boxes. 

• Reduced Stress: A streamlined process minimizes the stress typically associated with decorating. 

Space Optimization

An organized system maximizes available space:

• Efficient Use of Storage: Proper categorization allows you to stack or store items effectively, 
making better use of vertical and horizontal space. 

• Decluttering: Sorting helps identify items you no longer use, freeing up space for new 
decorations. 

Damage Prevention

Keeping decorations organized protects them from damage:

• Safe Storage: Properly stored decorations are less likely to get crushed, tangled, or broken. 
• Year-Round Maintenance: Regular checks and proper organization reduce wear and tear over 

time. 

Gathering Your Supplies
Before you begin sorting, gather all necessary supplies.

Storage Containers

Invest in appropriate storage containers:

• Clear Bins: Clear plastic bins allow you to see contents easily, eliminating the need to open each 
box. 

• Various Sizes: Have a range of container sizes for different types of decorations, from bulky 
items to small ornaments. 
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Labels and Markers

Labeling is essential for maintaining organization:

• Adhesive Labels: Use adhesive labels that can stick to various surfaces, ensuring they remain 
attached even during movement. 

• Permanent Markers: Invest in good-quality markers for clear, legible labeling. 

Sorting Tools

Consider using tools to assist in the sorting process:

• Baskets or Buckets: Use baskets for temporary sorting before placing items in their final storage 
containers. 

• Tarps or Blankets: Lay out a tarp or blanket where you can sort items without damaging them. 

Step-by-Step Sorting Process

Emptying Your Storage Areas

Begin the process by emptying all storage areas:

• Remove All Items: Take out all holiday decorations from closets, attics, basements, or wherever 
they are stored. 

• Create Space: Make sure you have ample space to sort everything comfortably. 

Creating Sorting Categories

Now it’s time to create categories for sorting:

• Brainstorm Categories: Think about the various ways you could group your decorations, such as 
by theme, material, or function. 

• Write It Down: Jot down your categories on paper or a digital note for easy reference. 

Evaluating Each Item

As you sort, evaluate each decoration:

• Condition Check: Inspect items for any signs of damage or wear. Decide whether to keep, repair, 
or discard damaged pieces. 

• Sentimental Value: Consider the emotional significance of certain decorations before discarding 
them. 

Common Categories for Holiday Decorations

Theme-Based Categories

Grouping by theme can be a fun and visually appealing method:

• Traditional Christmas: Include classic elements like red and green ornaments, nutcrackers, and 
wreaths. 

• Winter Wonderland: Use whites, silvers, and blues for a frosty theme, incorporating snowflakes, 
icicles, and winter scenes. 

• Cultural Celebrations: If you celebrate other holidays, create separate categories for Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, or New Year’s. 



Material-Based Categories

Categorizing by material can help with maintenance and care:

• Glass Ornaments: Store delicate glass items separately to prevent breakage. 
• Fabric Decorations: Group fabric items like stockings, tablecloths, and banners together for ease 

of access. 
• Wooden Decor: Wooden items can be categorized together, allowing for protective packaging if 

needed. 

Functional Categories

Consider functionality when sorting decorations:

• Indoor vs. Outdoor: Keep indoor decorations separate from outdoor ones to avoid mixing styles 
and materials. 

• Lighting: Create a distinct category for lights, including strings, candles, and other light sources. 
• Tableware: Group seasonal dishware, napkins, and table runners together for easy access during 

gatherings. 

Organizing and Storing Decorations
Once sorted, focus on how to organize and store your decorations efficiently.

Using Clear Containers

Clear containers offer visibility:

• Easy Identification: You can easily see what’s inside without having to open every box. 
• Protection: They protect decorations from dust, moisture, and pests. 

Stackable Storage Solutions

Optimize vertical space with stackable solutions:

• Vertical Storage: Use stackable bins to take advantage of height, saving floor space. 
• Labelled Layers: Label each layer so you can easily find items without disturbing the rest. 

Vacuum-Sealed Bags

For fabric items like blankets and textiles:

• Space-Saving: Vacuum-sealed bags compress soft items, saving space while keeping them clean. 
• Protection from Pests: Sealing prevents bugs and mold from affecting your textiles. 

Labeling Your Storage Containers
Proper labeling is crucial for maintaining organization.

Effective Labeling Techniques

Be strategic about your labeling:

• Descriptive Labels: Include specific details on labels, such as “Christmas Ornaments – Glass” or 
“Outdoor Lights.” 

• Color-Coded System: Use colored labels to quickly identify groups, e.g., blue for winter, red for 
Christmas. 



Digital Inventory Options

Consider digitizing your inventory for easier management:

• Inventory Apps: Utilize apps designed for organizing household items, allowing you to track 
what you have. 

• Photos: Take pictures of the contents of each bin and store them in a digital folder for quick 
reference. 

Maintaining Organization Year-Round
After sorting, it’s important to maintain your system throughout the year.

Seasonal Checks

Schedule regular checks on your decorations:

• Post-Holidays Review: After each holiday season, review decorations to see what you used and 
what you might not need anymore. 

• Ongoing Maintenance: Periodically check the condition of your decorations, repairing or 
discarding as necessary. 

Updating Your Inventory

Keep your inventory current:

• Log Changes: Whenever you add or remove items from storage, update your inventory list 
accordingly. 

• Annual Review: Set aside time each year to reassess your decorations and consider new themes 
or ideas. 

Conclusion
Sorting holiday decorations by category is a proactive approach that enhances efficiency, reduces stress, 
and optimizes storage. By following the steps outlined in this guide — from understanding the benefits of 
sorting to maintaining organization year-round — you can create a smooth decorating experience that 
allows you to focus on what matters most: celebrating the joy of the holidays.

With thoughtful categorization, careful organization, and consistent upkeep, your holiday decorations will 
be ready to shine bright each season. Embrace the magic of the holidays while enjoying the simplicity of 
an organized decorating process! Happy decorating!

• Writer: ysykzheng 
• Email: ysykart@gmail.com 
• Reading More Articles from Organization Tip 101 
• Buy Me A Coffee   

https://ko-fi.com/ysykzheng
https://organizationtip101.com/

	How to Sort Holiday Decorations by Category
	Understanding the Benefits of Sorting Decorations
	Easier Access
	Space Optimization
	Damage Prevention

	Gathering Your Supplies
	Storage Containers
	Labels and Markers
	Sorting Tools

	Step-by-Step Sorting Process
	Emptying Your Storage Areas
	Creating Sorting Categories
	Evaluating Each Item

	Common Categories for Holiday Decorations
	Theme-Based Categories
	Material-Based Categories
	Functional Categories

	Organizing and Storing Decorations
	Using Clear Containers
	Stackable Storage Solutions
	Vacuum-Sealed Bags

	Labeling Your Storage Containers
	Effective Labeling Techniques
	Digital Inventory Options

	Maintaining Organization Year-Round
	Seasonal Checks
	Updating Your Inventory

	Conclusion


