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Children’s artwork is a cherished expression of their creativity, imagination, and development. However, 
as the quantity of art increases, parents often find themselves overwhelmed with piles of drawings, 
paintings, and crafts. Effectively sorting and storing this artwork can not only help maintain a tidy living 
space but also preserve precious memories for years to come. In this comprehensive guide, we will 
explore various strategies and methods for sorting and storing kids’ artwork in a way that respects both 
the child’s creativity and the parent’s need for organization.

Understanding the Importance of Kids’ Artwork

1. Emotional Value

• Expression of Identity: Artwork allows children to express their feelings, thoughts, and 
experiences. It provides insight into their emotional and cognitive development. 

• Sense of Accomplishment: Completing a piece of art fosters a sense of achievement. Children are 
proud of their work, which builds self-esteem. 

2. Cognitive Development

• Fine Motor Skills: Creating art helps develop fine motor skills through activities like drawing, 
painting, and cutting. 

• Problem Solving: Engaging in artistic activities encourages creative problem-solving and critical 
thinking as kids decide how to translate their ideas into visual form. 

3. Memory Preservation

• Documenting Growth: Keeping kids’ artwork serves as a tangible record of their growth and 
development over the years. 

• Family Bonding: Sharing and discussing art can strengthen family connections and foster 
communication. 

Assessing the Volume of Artwork
Before diving into sorting and storage methods, it’s essential to assess the volume of artwork you 
currently have.

1. Collect All Artwork

Gather all pieces from different locations around your home—fridge doors, bulletin boards, drawers, or 
portfolios. This will give you a clear view of the total amount of artwork.

2. Sort by Timeframe

Organize the collected art by timeframe:

• Current Year: Start with artworks created within the current year. 
• Previous Years: You may also want to group older pieces based on academic years or age ranges. 
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3. Categorize by Medium

Consider categorizing the artwork by medium or type:

• Drawings and Paintings: Group all paper-based artworks together. 
• Crafts and 3D Art: Separate sculptures, collages, or mixed-media projects to manage them 

effectively. 

Sorting Kids’ Artwork: Strategies
Sorting kids’ artwork can be an emotional task but can also be simplified with these strategies:

1. Create a “Keep” Pile

Establish a designated area for pieces you wish to keep. Criteria for selection might include:

• Significant Milestones: Art that marks a particular achievement or event (birthdays, first day of 
school). 

• Favorites: Encourage kids to choose their favorite pieces to keep, fostering their decision-making 
skills. 

2. The “Maybe” Pile

Sometimes you may feel uncertain about certain pieces:

• Temporary Hold: Create a “maybe” pile for pieces that you are unsure about. Revisit this pile 
after a designated period, such as three months. 

• Involve Your Child: Discuss with your child why they like certain pieces to help make decisions 
easier. 

3. The “Recycle” Pile

Not every piece of artwork needs to be preserved. For the artwork that doesn’t meet your criteria for 
keeping:

• Recycling: Teach children about recycling and responsible disposal of materials. 
• No Guilt: Remind yourself and your child that it’s okay to let go of items that no longer serve a 

purpose. 

Creative Storage Solutions
After sorting, it’s time to consider how to store the artwork effectively.

1. Portfolios

a. Art Portfolios

Invest in large, flat art portfolios specifically designed for storing artwork. These provide protective 
storage while making it easy to flip through creations.

• Labeling: Clearly label each portfolio with the child’s name and date range. 

b. DIY Portfolios

You can create DIY portfolios using sturdy cardboard or poster board:

• Crafting Together: Engage your child in creating their very own portfolio, making them more 
invested in its contents. 



2. Storage Bins

Use transparent storage bins for organizing larger quantities of artwork:

• See-Through Design: Clear bins allow you to see what’s inside without opening them. 
• Categorization: Use separate bins for different types of artwork (drawings, crafts) or by year. 

3. File Folders

Utilize file folders or expanding file organizers for individual pieces:

• Easy Access: This method allows for easy access, and you can organize by date or theme. 
• Compact Storage: File folders take up less space compared to bulky portfolios or bins. 

4. Digital Storage

With modern technology, digital storage has become an increasingly popular option:

a. Scanning and Photographing

• High-Quality Scans: Scan or photograph each piece of artwork, creating a digital archive. 
• Cloud Storage: Utilize cloud services like Google Drive or Dropbox to store and access art 

digitally. 

b. Create Digital Albums

Compile scanned artwork into themed digital albums:

• Annual Collections: Create yearly photo books featuring the best or favorite pieces. 
• Print Options: Many services allow you to print custom photo books, preserving memories in a 

physical format without the bulk. 

Displaying Artwork Creatively
Finding ways to display your child’s artwork can add charm to your home while celebrating their 
creativity.

1. Gallery Wall

Create a dedicated gallery wall in your home:

• Frames: Use frames of varying sizes to add visual interest. 
• Rotating Display: Change out the displayed pieces periodically to keep the gallery fresh. 

2. Clipboards or Hanging Systems

Use clipboards or hanging systems with clips for easy swapping:

• Easily Changeable: This method allows for quick changes, ensuring that new artwork can be 
displayed without much hassle. 

• Creative Presentation: Hang the clipboards in a row or grid pattern for an organized look. 

3. Artistic Collages

Create collages or mosaics from smaller pieces:

• Collage Board: Dedicate a board to showcase a collection of small artworks. 
• Mixed Media: Combine drawings, painted pieces, and photographs for a unique display. 



4. Placemats and Gifts

Transform artwork into functional items:

• Laminated Placemats: Laminate select pieces for use as placemats during meals. 
• Gift Wraps: Use large artworks as gift wraps for family members, sharing creativity with others. 

Encouraging Artistic Expression
While sorting and storing children’s artwork is essential, it’s equally important to continue fostering their 
creative expression.

1. Regular Art Sessions

Encourage regular art sessions at home:

• Dedicated Space: Set up an art corner or designated space with supplies readily available. 
• Variety of Mediums: Introduce various mediums such as painting, sculpting, or digital art to 

stimulate creativity. 

2. Art Challenges and Themes

Introduce art challenges or themes for your child to explore:

• Monthly Themes: Assign monthly themes (e.g., nature, emotions, animals) to inspire creativity. 
• Friendly Competitions: Consider hosting friendly competitions among siblings or friends to 

engage them further. 

3. Attend Art Classes or Workshops

Explore local art classes or workshops:

• Social Interaction: Attending classes allows children to socialize while honing their artistic skills. 
• Learning New Techniques: They can learn new techniques and styles that enhance their 

creativity. 

Involving Your Child in the Process
Involve your child in the sorting and storing process to teach them valuable lessons about organization 
and decision-making.

1. Setting Guidelines Together

Discuss the importance of keeping only what matters most with your child:

• Value Discussion: Talk about why certain artworks hold sentimental value, emphasizing quality 
over quantity. 

2. Decision-Making Skills

Encourage your child to participate in selecting which pieces to keep:

• Empowerment: Allowing them to make choices fosters a sense of ownership and empowerment 
over their creations. 

3. Celebrating Achievements

Take time to celebrate when a new piece of art is completed:



• Mini Exhibitions: Host mini exhibitions at home where each artwork is showcased. 
• Art Parties: Consider throwing an art-themed party where kids can share and discuss their 

artwork. 

Maintenance Tips for Long-Term Success
Maintaining an organized system for kids’ artwork requires ongoing attention and care.

1. Scheduled Reviews

Set aside time for periodic reviews of stored artwork:

• Quarterly Check-Ins: Every few months, revisit the stored artwork together to reassess what to 
keep or let go. 

• Seasonal Assessment: Conduct assessments at the start of each season to make space for new 
creations. 

2. Cleaning Routine

Incorporate a cleaning routine for stored artwork:

• Dust and Organize: Regularly dust off and reorganize storage areas to keep things neat and 
accessible. 

• Avoid Overfilling: If a bin or file becomes too full, it’s time to sort through the contents again. 

3. Documentation

Maintain a simple log documenting significant pieces:

• Art Journal: Keep an art journal detailing titles, dates, and descriptions of each piece for future 
reference. 

• Milestone Records: Document milestones alongside the artwork, such as ages, accomplishments, 
or special events. 

Conclusion
Sorting and storing kids’ artwork effectively is a rewarding endeavor that not only preserves their creative 
expressions but also maintains a tidy living environment. By assessing the volume of artwork, 
implementing creative storage solutions, and encouraging ongoing artistic expression, you can create a 
balanced approach that celebrates your child’s creativity while helping maintain organization.

Remember, the key is to involve your child throughout the process, empowering them to make decisions 
and appreciate their creations. With thoughtful planning and ongoing maintenance, you can ensure that 
the memories captured in their artwork remain treasured for years to come. Happy organizing!
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