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The holiday season is a time of joy, family gatherings, and cherished traditions. One such tradition is the 
decoration of Christmas trees with beautiful ornaments that often hold sentimental value. However, 
packing these delicate treasures safely after the holidays can be a daunting task, especially if you want to 
avoid breakage for the next festive season. This in-depth guide provides you with valuable insights into 
how to safely pack ornaments for storage, ensuring they remain intact and ready to shine brightly in 
future celebrations.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Packing

Protecting Sentimental Value

Many ornaments carry emotional significance, whether they were gifts, handmade, or inherited:

• Family Heirlooms: Older ornaments may have been passed down through generations, making 
their preservation vital. 

• Memories Attached: Each ornament represents a memory or milestone; proper packing helps 
maintain those memories for years to come. 

Cost-Effectiveness

Investing time in properly packing ornaments can save money:

• Reduced Replacement Costs: By avoiding breakage, you’ll reduce the need to purchase new 
ornaments each year. 

• Longer Lifespan: Well-cared-for ornaments can last many seasons, providing ongoing enjoyment 
without additional expense. 

Ease of Future Unpacking

A well-organized packing system makes unpacking smoother:

• Saves Time: Knowing exactly where everything is located means less hassle during the busy 
holiday season. 

• Prevents Accidental Damage: Items stored carefully are less likely to be jostled or broken when 
retrieved. 

Types of Ornaments and Their Specific Needs
Not all ornaments are created equal. Understanding the type of ornament will help tailor your packing 
approach.

Glass Ornaments

These are often the most fragile and require special care:
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• Delicate Nature: Glass can shatter easily, necessitating ample padding and protection. 
• Variety of Shapes: Different shapes may require different packing techniques. 

Fragile Ornaments

This category includes items made from materials like ceramic, porcelain, or thin metal:

• Specific Handling Needs: Fragile ornaments often need soft cushioning and secure placement to 
prevent breakage. 

Plastic Ornaments

Typically more durable than glass but still susceptible to damage:

• Less Fragile: While they are less prone to breakage, they can still scratch or lose their shape if not 
packed properly. 

Homemade Ornaments

Often unique and sometimes delicate, these require careful attention:

• Irreplaceable: Many homemade ornaments cannot be replaced, making careful packing essential. 

Gathering Packing Supplies
Before starting the packing process, gather the necessary supplies.

Essential Packing Materials

• Bubble Wrap: Excellent for padding and cushioning fragile items. 
• Packing Paper: Use unprinted paper to wrap ornaments and provide additional cushioning. 
• Tissue Paper: Soft material ideal for wrapping delicate items to prevent scratches. 
• Foam Padding: Can be cut to size and used for added protection. 
• Plastic Bags: Useful for grouping small items or to protect from moisture. 

Choosing Boxes or Containers

Select appropriate containers for storing ornaments:

• Original Packaging: If available, use the box the ornament came in, as it’s designed specifically 
for it. 

• Plastic Bins: Opt for clear plastic bins with lids for visibility and protection from dust and 
moisture. 

• Cardboard Boxes: Ensure they are sturdy and appropriately sized for the ornaments being stored. 

Step-by-Step Packing Process
Follow these steps to ensure ornaments are packed safely.

Preparing Ornaments for Packing

1. Clean Your Ornaments: Before packing, gently clean them to remove any dust or residue. Use a 
soft cloth or sponge with mild soap. 

2. Inspect for Damage: Check for any existing cracks or weaknesses before packing. Repair if 
possible. 



Packing Glass Ornaments

1. Wrap Individually: Use bubble wrap or tissue paper to wrap each glass ornament carefully. 
Ensure all surfaces are covered. 

2. Add Cushioning: Place a layer of packing paper or foam at the bottom of the container. 
3. Place Ornaments in Container: Arrange them in the container, ensuring they do not touch one 

another. Fill empty spaces with more padding to prevent movement. 
4. Seal the Container: Close the lid securely, ensuring it is well-sealed to keep out dust. 

Packing Fragile and Homemade Ornaments

1. Use Extra Padding: For these items, consider using multiple layers of packing materials, such as 
bubble wrap and tissue. 

2. Group by Size: Similar-sized ornaments can be packed together, but ensure they are well 
cushioned from each other. 

3. Label Sensitive Items: If some ornaments are particularly delicate, label the box clearly to remind 
yourself during unpacking. 

Packing Plastic Ornaments

1. Minimal Wrapping Needed: While not as fragile as glass, still wrap each ornament to avoid 
scratches. 

2. Layering in Container: You can stack plastic ornaments more liberally than glass ones, but still 
include some form of cushioning to prevent them from shifting. 

Labeling and Organizing Your Storage
Once your ornaments are packed, it’s time to organize and label them for easy retrieval.

Creating an Inventory

An inventory can simplify the unpacking process:

• List Items: Create a list of all ornaments included in each box, noting any details like condition or 
sentimentality. 

• Photographic Record: Consider taking photos of each box’s contents for a visual reference. 

Labeling Boxes

Clear labeling will save time later:

• Use Descriptive Labels: Include details like “Glass Ornaments,” “Kids’ Handmade Ornaments,” 
or “Outdoor Decorations” on each box. 

• Color-Coding: Consider color-coding labels based on categories for quick identification. 

Storing Your Ornaments Safely
Where and how you store your ornaments can influence their longevity.

Optimal Storage Locations

Choose storage locations wisely:

• Cool, Dry Areas: Avoid basements or attics exposed to temperature fluctuations and humidity, 
which can damage ornaments. 

• Easy Access: Store them in places that are accessible for quick retrieval when needed. 



Temperature and Humidity Considerations

Monitor environmental factors:

• Stable Conditions: Find a location with consistent temperatures to avoid thermal expansion or 
contraction that can fracture glass. 

• Humidity Control: Use dehumidifiers or silica gel packets within storage to absorb moisture if 
necessary. 

Tips for Maintaining Ornament Condition
Taking proactive measures can preserve ornament quality over time.

Regular Inspections

Periodically check on your stored ornaments:

• Condition Check: Inspect boxes and contents for any signs of damage, moisture, or pests. 
• Dusting: If they’ve been sitting for a while, dust off surfaces before they are unpacked. 

Avoiding Overstuffing

Be cautious about packing too tightly:

• Leave Space: Allow enough space between ornaments to prevent them from knocking against one 
another during movement. 

• Use Appropriate Size Containers: Choose a container that comfortably fits the items inside 
without cramming them together. 

Conclusion
Safely packing ornaments is essential for preserving their beauty and sentimental value for years to come. 
By understanding the specific needs of different types of ornaments, gathering the right supplies, and 
following a systematic packing process, you can ensure that your cherished decorations emerge from 
storage each year just as lovely as the day they were packed away.

With careful planning, organization, and maintenance, your holiday decorating experience will be stress-
free and joyful, allowing you to enjoy the magic of the season with peace of mind regarding your 
treasured ornaments. Happy holidays and happy packing!
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