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Repurposing old furniture not only breathes new life into forgotten pieces but also provides functional 
storage solutions in a child’s room. In today’s world, where sustainability and creativity are paramount, 
transforming outdated furniture into practical storage can help organize kids’ spaces while adding 
character to their rooms. This comprehensive guide will explore various methods to repurpose furniture, 
detailed step-by-step instructions for specific projects, and tips for ensuring safety and longevity in your 
transformations.

Understanding the Benefits of Repurposing Furniture

1.1 Sustainability

In an age when environmental consciousness is vital, repurposing furniture reduces waste:

• Less Landfill Waste: Instead of tossing out old furniture, repurposing gives it a second life, 
keeping it out of landfills. 

• Sustainable Practices: By choosing to revitalize existing materials rather than purchasing new 
items, you contribute to sustainable living practices. 

1.2 Cost-Effectiveness

Repurposing furniture is often more budget-friendly than buying new:

• Lower Costs: You can save significant amounts by using what you already own. A little paint or 
some additional hardware can go a long way. 

• Unique Solutions: Customized storage solutions tailored to your child’s needs can be created 
without breaking the bank. 

1.3 Creativity and Personalization

Repurposing furniture allows for creative expression:

• Customize to Fit: You have the freedom to design furniture that suits your child’s tastes, room 
decor, and specific storage needs. 

• Foster Engagement: Involving children in the process can foster creativity and ownership over 
their space. 

Assessing Old Furniture for Repurposing

2.1 Identifying Suitable Pieces

Not all furniture is ideal for repurposing; consider which items to transform:

• Functionality: Look for items that serve a purpose, such as storage units or tables that can be 
adapted. 

• Size: Ensure the piece fits appropriately in your intended space, allowing for sufficient 
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functionality. 

2.2 Evaluating Condition

Before embarking on any project, assess the condition of potential pieces:

• Structural Integrity: Check for stability—loose legs or broken parts may need repair before 
repurposing. 

• Surface Quality: Evaluate the surface finish for scratches, dents, or wear that may require sanding 
or refinishing. 

Creative Ideas for Repurposing Furniture

3.1 Dressers and Chests of Drawers

Old dressers provide ample storage space and can be creatively transformed:

• Toy Storage: Convert a dresser into a toy chest by removing unnecessary drawers and reinforcing 
the structure. 

• Clothes Organizer: With a fresh coat of paint, a dresser can serve as a stylish clothing organizer 
for younger children. 

3.2 Bookshelves

Bookshelves offer versatile storage options:

• Display and Store: Repurpose a bookshelf into a combined display and storage unit for books and 
toys, providing easy access. 

• Wall-Mounted Units: Cut down larger shelves to create wall-mounted units for storing smaller 
items within reach of little hands. 

3.3 Desks and Tables

Desks can be multifunctional spaces for both learning and play:

• Craft Station: Transform an old desk into a craft station with organized bins for supplies. 
• Homework Center: Add storage cubbies or hooks to accommodate school supplies, creating an 

inviting workspace. 

3.4 Cribs and Changing Tables

With the right transformation, cribs and changing tables can continue serving useful purposes:

• Changing Table to Storage Unit: Remove the changing pad and add baskets for organizing 
diapers and toys. 

• Crib to Daybed: If the crib is no longer needed, convert it into a daybed for lounging or reading. 

Step-by-Step Projects for Kid Room Storage

4.1 Turning a Dresser into a Toy Chest

Materials Needed:

• Old dresser 
• Screws and brackets (for reinforcement) 
• Sandpaper 



• Paint or wood stain 
• Fabric or plastic bins (for organization) 

Instructions:

1. Remove Drawers: Take out the drawers from the dresser that you want to repurpose. 
2. Reinforce Structure: Use screws and brackets to reinforce the remaining frame, making sure it’s 

sturdy enough to hold toys. 
3. Sand and Paint: Sand the surface to remove any old finishes, then apply paint or stain to match 

your decor. 
4. Add Storage Bins: Place bins inside the empty drawer slots for easy organization of toys. 

4.2 Creating a Bookshelf from Old Shelves

Materials Needed:

• Old shelves or bookcases 
• Brackets (if wall mounting) 
• Paint or wallpaper 
• Optional decorative trim 

Instructions:

1. Choose the Setup: Decide whether the shelf will stand freely or be mounted on the wall. 
2. Prepare Surface: Clean and sand the shelves, removing any dust or previous finishes. 
3. Decorate: Apply paint or wallpaper to enhance the look. 
4. Install: Securely mount the shelves using brackets if necessary. 

4.3 Transforming an Old Desk into a Craft Station

Materials Needed:

• Old desk 
• Drawer organizers or small bins 
• Paint 
• Hooks or pegboard 

Instructions:

1. Clear the Desk: Empty the desk of all contents and clean it thoroughly. 
2. Repair Any Damage: Fix loose hinges, drawers, or broken parts. 
3. Paint: Apply a fun color or design to make it inviting for kids. 
4. Add Organization: Use drawer organizers or small bins for supplies, and hang hooks or 

pegboards above the desk for tools. 

4.4 Making Under-Crib Storage Bins

Materials Needed:

• Old wooden crates or boxes 
• Sandpaper 
• Paint or stain 
• Wheels (optional) 

Instructions:

1. Prepare the Crates: Sand the edges to remove splinters and rough surfaces. 



2. Decorate: Paint or stain to match the nursery or child’s room theme. 
3. Add Mobility (optional): Attach wheels to the bottom of the boxes for easy sliding under the 

crib. 

Finishing Touches: Painting and Decorating

5.1 Choosing the Right Paint

Selecting the appropriate paint is crucial for durability and aesthetics:

• Child-Safe Paint: Opt for non-toxic, low-VOC paints to ensure safety in a child’s environment. 
• Durable Finish: Choose paints designed for furniture or cabinetry to withstand wear and tear. 

5.2 Stencils and Decals

Personalizing the repurposed furniture further enhances its appeal:

• Themed Decor: Use stencils or decals to add playful designs or characters that resonate with your 
child’s interests. 

• Name Labels: Incorporate name labels on storage bins to encourage organization and ownership. 

Safety Considerations

6.1 Choosing Non-Toxic Materials

Prioritize safety by selecting non-toxic materials:

• Adhesives and Finishes: Ensure that any adhesives, paints, or stains used are safe for children. 
• Avoid Lead-Based Items: Be mindful of older furniture that may contain lead-based paint. 

6.2 Ensuring Stability and Security

Stability is key to preventing accidents:

• Secure Heavy Items: If stacking furniture, ensure heavier items are at the bottom to maintain 
balance. 

• Anchor Tall Pieces: Anchor taller bookshelves or dressers to the wall to prevent tipping. 

Maintaining Your Repurposed Furniture

7.1 Regular Cleaning

Keeping furniture clean helps prolong its lifespan:

• Routine Maintenance: Regularly dust and wipe down surfaces with a damp cloth to prevent dirt 
buildup. 

• Check for Damage: Periodically inspect for damage and address issues promptly. 

7.2 Preventing Damage

Taking preventative measures can help maintain the integrity of repurposed furniture:

• Use Coasters: Protect surfaces by using coasters under drinks or messy activities. 
• Avoid Direct Sunlight: Position furniture away from direct sunlight to prevent fading. 



Conclusion
Repurposing old furniture for kid room storage is an excellent way to combine creativity, sustainability, 
and practicality. By understanding the benefits, assessing suitable pieces, and following through with 
detailed projects, you can create unique storage solutions that not only organize but also beautify a child’s 
space.

Incorporating personal touches with paints and decorations makes these repurposed items even more 
special. Remember to prioritize safety throughout the process, ensuring that every piece is secure and 
child-friendly.

Embrace the challenge of transforming old furniture, and enjoy the satisfaction that comes from creating a 
functional and delightful environment for your child!
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