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Essential oils are a popular choice for holistic health, aromatherapy, and home remedies. However, 
storing these precious liquids safely and appropriately can often be a challenge, especially if you’re 
looking to do so in an economical and eco-friendly manner. Repurposing household items not only saves 
money but also reduces waste, contributing to a more sustainable lifestyle. This comprehensive guide 
explores various strategies for repurposing common household items into effective storage solutions for 
essential oils.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Storage

1.1 Why Proper Storage Matters

Proper storage of essential oils is crucial for maintaining their quality and efficacy. Essential oils can 
degrade when exposed to light, heat, or oxygen over time, resulting in loss of potency and effectiveness. 
Additionally, harmful interactions with other substances may occur if oils are not stored correctly.

1.2 Potential Risks of Improper Storage

Improper storage can lead to:

• Degradation: Exposure to sunlight can break down the chemical compounds in essential oils, 
reducing their effectiveness. 

• Contamination: Storing oils in unclean containers may introduce bacteria or other contaminants. 
• Accidental Ingestion: If oils are not kept out of reach or improperly labeled, there may be risks of 

accidental ingestion, especially in households with children or pets. 

Household Items to Repurpose for Essential Oil Storage
Repurposing everyday household items is not only practical but also promotes sustainability. Below are 
some common items you can use for storing your essential oils effectively.

2.1 Glass Containers

Glass containers are ideal for storing essential oils due to their non-reactive nature:

• Old Perfume Bottles: Many perfume bottles come with a beautiful design that can serve as a 
great way to store oils. Ensure they have airtight seals. 

• Food Jars: Clean and repurpose small glass food jars, such as those from baby food or 
condiments like mustard or jam, for oil storage. 

2.2 Plastic Bottles

If you need lightweight options, consider plastic bottles:

• Squeezable Bottles: These can be used to hold diluted oils or blends. Just make sure they are 
BPA-free to avoid leaching chemicals. 
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• Refilled Spray Bottles: Reuse spray bottles for creating custom oil blends, room sprays, or 
cleaning solutions. 

2.3 Cardboard Boxes

Cardboard boxes can provide an excellent way to organize and protect your oils:

• Shoe Boxes: Decorate shoe boxes to create an attractive storage solution. Line them with padding 
to reduce movement within the box. 

• Cereal or Snack Boxes: Cut these to size and use them to create compartments for smaller vials 
or roller bottles. 

2.4 Mason Jars

Mason jars are versatile and can be used for various purposes:

• Vial Storage: Store multiple small vials of essential oils neatly inside larger mason jars. They can 
be labeled on the lid for easy identification. 

• Infusion Jars: Use them for infusing oils with herbs or other botanicals by combining carrier oils 
with essential oils. 

2.5 Old Spice Jars

Spice jars can be great for organizing and dispensing essential oils:

• Refillable Spice Containers: Cleaned and dried spice jars can hold single oils or blends. They 
often have built-in shaker tops, which can help control the amount dispensed. 

• Customized Labels: Add custom labels to the lids or sides for easy identification of your oils. 

2.6 Pill Organizers

Pill organizers can offer a creative solution, especially for travel:

• Weekly Organizers: These can be used to store small amounts of different essential oils or blends 
for daily use. Perfect for those who want to take specific oils on the go. 

Creative Storage Solutions Using Repurposed Items
Now that we have identified potential storage containers, let’s explore how to creatively implement these 
items into functional storage solutions for your essential oils.

3.1 Designing a DIY Essential Oil Organizer

Creating a personalized organizer can enhance accessibility:

• Tiered Shelves: Stack several repurposed wooden crates or boxes to form a tiered shelf for 
displaying oils. Paint or stain the wood for a polished look. 

• Magnetic Strips: Attach magnetic strips to a wall and use repurposed metal containers to hold 
your oils. This keeps them accessible and visible while saving space. 

3.2 Creating Travel-Friendly Kits

Traveling with essential oils can be challenging, but repurposed containers can help:

• Mini Makeup Bags: Use old makeup bags or pouches to store small vials of essential oils for 
travel. This keeps them organized and protected. 

• Contact Lens Cases: For very small amounts, contact lens cases can hold a couple of drops of 



essential oils, making them perfect for short trips. 

3.3 Labeling and Customizing Your Storage Solutions

Organized storage requires good labeling practices:

• DIY Labels: Use washi tape, stickers, or printable labels to mark your containers. Include 
information such as the oil name, uses, and dilution ratios. 

• Color Coding: Consider a color-coded system for oils based on their therapeutic properties or 
fragrance families, making it easier to find what you need quickly. 

Maintaining Your Essential Oil Storage
Once you have established an efficient storage system, maintaining it is key to ensuring long-term 
usability and safety.

4.1 Cleaning and Sanitizing

Keeping your storage clean will prevent contamination:

• Regular Cleaning: Regularly clean your repurposed containers with soap and water and let them 
dry completely before refilling. 

• Sanitize: Use a mixture of vinegar and water or rubbing alcohol to sanitize containers before 
putting oils back in. 

4.2 Regular Inventory Management

Managing your inventory helps prevent waste and ensures you’re using your oils effectively:

• Check Expiration Dates: Regularly assess your essential oils for expiration dates, especially if 
you use repurposed containers that may not have original labels. 

• Inventory List: Maintain a list of all essential oils you own, including quantities and expiration 
dates, to keep track of your collection. 

Conclusion
Repurposing household items for essential oil storage is a sustainable, creative, and cost-effective 
approach to organizing your essential oils. By utilizing readily available materials, you can create 
customized storage solutions that protect your oils, enhance your practice, and contribute to an eco-
friendly lifestyle.

Through thoughtful organization and maintenance, you can ensure the longevity and effectiveness of your 
essential oils, making it easier to incorporate their healing properties into your daily routine. Embrace the 
opportunity to get creative with your storage, and enjoy the journey of exploring the myriad benefits that 
essential oils have to offer!
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