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In today’s fast-paced world, clutter can quickly accumulate, especially in homes with children. Toys can 
take over living spaces, making it difficult to maintain an organized environment. However, instead of 
purchasing expensive storage solutions, many household items can be repurposed to create effective toy 
organizers.

This article explores innovative ways to transform everyday items into functional organizers for toys, 
helping you reclaim your space while being environmentally conscious. We’ll delve into the benefits of 
repurposing, creative ideas for using common household items, DIY projects, and tips for maintaining an 
organized sanctuary.

The Benefits of Repurposing Household Items
Repurposing household items offers numerous advantages beyond just organization. Here are some key 
benefits:

1. Cost-Effective Solutions

Repurposing allows you to save money by utilizing items you already own. Instead of spending on new 
storage solutions, you can creatively use what’s available.

2. Environmental Impact

By repurposing, you minimize waste and contribute to a more sustainable lifestyle. This practice reduces 
the need for new products and helps decrease your carbon footprint.

3. Personalization

Using household items provides a unique opportunity to create customized storage solutions that reflect 
your style and fit your specific space needs. This personalization adds character to your home.

4. Encouraging Creativity

Transforming everyday items into organizers can be a fun project that encourages creativity in both adults 
and children. It’s an excellent way to involve kids in the process, teaching them about resourcefulness.

Assessing What You Have
Before diving into repurposing, take stock of the household items you currently own. Consider items that 
may no longer serve their original purpose but can be transformed into useful organizers. Common items 
to look for include:

• Baskets and bins: Often used for storage, they can be adapted for toy organization. 
• Old furniture: Items like bookshelves and dressers can be revamped for toy storage. 
• Glass jars and containers: Perfect for holding small toys, art supplies, or craft materials. 
• Fabric remnants: Old clothes or linens can be transformed into storage solutions. 
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Make a list of potential items and visualize how they can be repurposed before moving forward.

Creative Ideas for Repurposing

4.1. Baskets and Boxes

Baskets and boxes are among the most versatile items you can repurpose. Here are a few ideas:

• Old Laundry Baskets: Use these for larger toys such as stuffed animals or building blocks. You 
can add labels for easy identification. 

• Gift Boxes: Decorative gift boxes can hold smaller toys, puzzles, or art supplies. Stack them for a 
stylish storage solution. 

• Woven Baskets: Woven baskets can add a decorative touch to a room while providing ample 
storage for various toys. 

4.2. Jars and Containers

Glass jars and plastic containers are perfect for organizing smaller items. Consider these options:

• Mason Jars: Great for storing art supplies like crayons, markers, or small LEGO pieces. You can 
paint the lids for a colorful touch. 

• Plastic Food Storage Containers: Use these to store craft supplies or small toys. They stack well 
and are easy to label. 

• Tin Cans: Cleaned and decorated tin cans can be used to hold pencils, paintbrushes, or other art 
materials. 

4.3. Furniture Transformations

Furniture can be creatively repurposed into toy organizers. Explore these ideas:

• Old Dressers: An old dresser can be transformed into a colorful toy chest by removing the 
drawers and adding a cushion on top for seating. 

• Bookshelves: Unused bookshelves can be painted and repurposed to hold toys, books, and games. 
Add baskets on the lower shelves for smaller items. 

• Crates: Wooden crates can be stacked to create a custom shelving unit for toys. Paint or stain 
them for a more finished look. 

4.4. Fabric and Textiles

Old textiles can be used in a variety of ways:

• Pillowcases: Sew multiple pillowcases together to create a soft storage bag for plush toys. 
• Old T-Shirts: Turn old t-shirts into drawstring bags to hold toys or craft materials. 
• Curtains: Repurpose curtain fabric to create storage bins or pouches for toys. 

DIY Projects for Toy Organization
Now that we’ve explored various items to repurpose, it’s time to get hands-on with some DIY projects 
that will enhance your toy organization.

5.1. Upcycled Bookshelves

Transform a plain bookshelf into a vibrant toy organizer with a bit of paint and creativity:

1. Preparation: Remove any dust and debris from the bookshelf. 
2. Painting: Choose bright colors that resonate with your child’s personality. Use non-toxic paint for 



safety. 
3. Organization: Place books on one side and smaller bins or baskets on the other for toys. Label 

each bin for easy access. 

5.2. Hanging Storage Solutions

Creating vertical storage can save space and keep toys out of reach. Here’s how:

1. Materials: Gather some old shoe organizers or fabric hangers. 
2. Installation: Hang these on the back of a door or on a wall. 
3. Filling: Use the pockets to store smaller toys, art supplies, or books. 

5.3. Customized Toy Chests

A customized toy chest can be a fantastic addition to a playroom:

1. Base: Start with an old trunk or a sturdy box. 
2. Decoration: Sand it down and paint it in your child’s favorite color. 
3. Personalization: Add stickers or decals for a personalized touch. 
4. Functionality: Use it to store large toys or board games. 

5.4. Repurposed Carts

Rolling carts can provide mobile storage for toys:

1. Find an Old Cart: Look for a metal cart or an unused kitchen trolley. 
2. Cleaning: Give it a good clean and repaint if necessary. 
3. Organization: Use different tiers to separate types of toys (e.g., arts and crafts on one level, 

action figures on another). 

Tips for Effective Toy Organization
Once you have repurposed household items into organizers, here are some tips to ensure the system works 
effectively:

1. Categorize Toys: Group similar items together. For example, store all art supplies in one area and 
all building toys in another. 

2. Label Everything: Labels help children understand where things belong, making cleanup easier. 
Use clear labels and consider including pictures for younger kids. 

3. Accessible Storage: Ensure that the storage solutions are at a height accessible to your children. 
This promotes independence and encourages them to put toys away. 

4. Rotate Toys: Consider rotating toys every few months to keep playtime fresh and exciting. Store 
unused toys in a box or under a bed until you bring them back out. 

5. Encourage Participation: Involve your children in the organization process. Let them help 
decide where toys go and how to categorize them. This involvement fosters responsibility. 

Maintaining Your Organized Space
Keeping your toy room organized requires ongoing effort. Here are some strategies to help you maintain 
your organized sanctuary:

1. Regular Check-ins: Schedule monthly check-ins to assess the organization. During these 
sessions, declutter any broken or unused toys. 

2. Daily Cleanup Routines: Establish a daily cleanup routine. Encourage your children to spend a 
few minutes putting away toys before bedtime. 



3. Seasonal Decluttering: At the change of seasons, revisit toys. This is a great opportunity to 
donate items that are no longer used or needed. 

4. Create a “One In, One Out” Policy: For every new toy that comes into the house, encourage 
your child to donate or discard an older toy. This helps prevent overcrowding. 

Conclusion
Repurposing household items as toy organizers is not only a practical solution for managing clutter but 
also a fun and creative endeavor. By embracing the benefits of repurposing—cost-effectiveness, 
environmental consciousness, personalization, and creativity—you can transform your home into an 
organized sanctuary that fosters play and imagination.

Through careful assessment of what you have, exploring creative ideas, and implementing DIY projects, 
you can create a functional and aesthetically pleasing space for your children. Remember to prioritize 
effective organization strategies and maintenance routines to sustain the order you’ve established.

By involving your children in the process, you teach them valuable lessons about responsibility and 
resourcefulness while creating lasting memories together. So gather those old baskets, jars, and furniture, 
and let your creativity flow as you embark on the journey of transforming your home into a toy-organized 
haven!
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