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Children are inherently creative beings, brimming with ideas that come alive through colors, shapes, and 
textures. However, the enthusiasm for art can often lead to a chaotic collection of supplies scattered 
across the home. Organizing your kids’ art supplies is not just about tidying up; it impacts their creativity 
and ability to express themselves. An organized space fosters independence, allows for easy access to 
materials, and creates an environment conducive to artistic exploration. In this comprehensive guide, we 
will discuss effective strategies to organize kids’ art supplies, ensuring they remain readily accessible 
while promoting creativity.

Understanding the Importance of Organized Art Supplies

1. Encourages Creativity

An organized environment enables children to explore their creativity freely:

• Easy Access: When kids can easily find materials, they’re more likely to dive into creative 
projects without frustration. 

• Reduced Distractions: A tidy space minimizes distractions, enabling them to focus on their 
artwork. 

2. Fosters Independence

Teaching children to manage their own supplies instills responsibility:

• Self-Reliance: When kids know where everything is, they can start projects without needing 
constant adult assistance. 

• Decision-Making Skills: They learn to evaluate what supplies they need for specific projects, 
enhancing critical thinking. 

3. Enhances Learning

Organized art supplies can lead to educational opportunities:

• Structured Play: When materials are categorized, children can explore different mediums and 
techniques, learning as they create. 

• Thematic Exploration: You can organize supplies by themes (e.g., nature, holidays), encouraging 
kids to engage in themed creativity. 

4. Reduces Clutter and Stress

A well-organized space reduces clutter in your home, leading to a healthier environment:

• Less Overwhelm: Children benefit from having less visual clutter, which can be overwhelming 
and distracting. 

• Easier Clean-Up: An organized system simplifies the process of cleaning up after a creative 
session. 
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Assessing Your Space and Supplies

1. Inventory of Art Supplies

Before diving into organization, take stock of what you have. Gather all art materials in one location and 
assess:

• Types of Supplies: Identify various types of supplies like crayons, markers, paints, brushes, 
paper, and craft materials. 

• Condition: Check for broken items, dried-out markers, or empty glue bottles and dispose of 
anything unusable. 

2. Understand Usage Patterns

Consider how your kids use their supplies. Do they prefer painting over drawing? Do they enjoy crafts 
more than coloring?

• Observe: Spend time watching them create. Take notes on which supplies are frequently used and 
which ones sit untouched. 

• Discuss Preferences: Talk to your kids about their favorite activities. This helps you tailor the 
organization system to their needs. 

3. Determine the Storage Space

Assess the available storage options in your home:

• Cabinets and Shelves: Look for existing cabinets or shelves that can house art supplies. 
• Drawer Space: Drawers can offer convenient storage but may require additional organization 

methods. 
• Portable Options: Consider mobile carts or bins if space is limited or if art sessions often change 

locations. 

Creating an Organization System

Step 1: Sort Supplies

Organize supplies into categories based on function or type. Here are some common categories:

• Drawing Supplies: Crayons, colored pencils, sketch pads. 
• Painting Supplies: Watercolors, acrylics, brushes, canvases. 
• Craft Materials: Glue, scissors, ribbons, glitter, stickers. 
• Paper Products: Construction paper, scrapbooking paper, cardstock. 

Step 2: Choose Storage Solutions

Selecting the right storage solutions is essential for easy access and organization. Here are some popular 
options:

1. Bins and Containers

• Clear Plastic Bins: These allow visibility of contents, making it easier for kids to find what they 
need. 

• Stackable Bins: Use stackable options to save space and create vertical organization. 



2. Caddies and Tote Bags

• Art Caddies: These portable caddies can hold frequently used supplies, allowing kids to carry 
their materials to the table or outdoors. 

• Tote Bags: Encourage kids to personalize their bags for a fun touch while keeping supplies 
contained. 

3. Shelving Units

• Open Shelving: Use open shelving to store bins or containers so children can see their supplies 
without opening drawers. 

• Labelled Sections: Consider assigning specific shelves or sections for different types of supplies. 

4. Drawer Organizers

• Dividers: Use drawer dividers for smaller items such as buttons, googly eyes, or beads. 
• Small Bins: Place small bins inside drawers to further categorize supplies. 

Step 3: Develop a Labeling System

Labels play a crucial role in maintaining organization:

• Visual Labels: Use images alongside words for younger kids who may not yet read. For example, 
a picture of a paintbrush can indicate painting supplies. 

• Color-Coded Labels: Assign colors to different categories for quick identification (e.g., blue 
labels for drawing, red for painting). 

Step 4: Create a Workstation

Designate a specific workspace for art activities:

• Kid-Friendly Table: A low table where kids can comfortably create without adult supervision. 
• Easy-to-Reach Supplies: Keep frequently used supplies within arm’s reach to encourage 

spontaneous creativity. 

Step 5: Regular Maintenance

To keep the organization system effective, schedule regular maintenance:

• Weekly Check-Ins: Set a day each week for kids to help reorganize supplies and check for any 
needed restocking. 

• Seasonal Purges: At least twice a year, review supplies to discard expired or damaged items and 
donate what is no longer used. 

Implementing a Creative Routine

1. Establish Art Time

Set aside regular art time in your family’s routine. This could be daily, weekly, or whenever it fits best.

• Scheduled Sessions: Block out specific times for art activities. This creates anticipation for kids. 
• Theme Days: Introduce theme days where kids focus on specific types of art, such as watercolors 

or collage-making. 

2. Encourage Collaborative Projects

Foster collaboration among siblings or friends. Provide projects that require teamwork, such as:



• Community Art Projects: Create collaborative murals or banners that involve everyone. 
• Family Craft Nights: Dedicate evenings for family crafting, incorporating everyone’s ideas and 

preferences. 

3. Celebrate Finished Works

Celebrate completed artworks to boost confidence and encourage creativity:

• Art Wall: Dedicate a wall or section of a room to display kids’ creations. 
• Art Shows: Host informal “art shows” at home, inviting family members to appreciate the works. 

Addressing Common Challenges

1. Resistance to Organization

Some children may resist organizing their supplies, viewing it as a chore rather than a benefit.

• Make It Fun: Turn organization into a game. Challenge kids to sort supplies against the clock or 
reward them for helping.

• Involve Them: Allow children to choose their storage solutions and design their organization 
system within set parameters.

2. Overcoming Clutter Build-Up

Despite efforts, clutter can still accumulate, especially with many supplies.

• Set Limits: Establish clear boundaries around how many supplies can be kept. For example, limit 
the number of markers or crayons to a certain count.

• Encourage Minimalism: Teach children about minimalism and the importance of quality over 
quantity when it comes to supplies.

3. Keeping Everything Accessible

It can be challenging to strike a balance between accessibility and safety, especially with sharp tools like 
scissors and hot glue guns.

• Safety First: Store hazardous items out of reach of young children, while ensuring they’re still 
accessible to older kids when supervised.

• Adult Supervision: Establish rules for using certain tools and ensure adult supervision during art 
sessions involving more complex techniques.

The Broader Benefits of Organized Art Supplies

1. Cognitive Development

Engaging in arts and crafts promotes cognitive development in children. Organized supplies facilitate a 
smoother flow of creativity, allowing kids to explore new ideas without interruptions.

2. Fine Motor Skills

Art activities enhance fine motor skills as children learn to manipulate different materials. Having an 
organized setup encourages them to practice these skills regularly.



3. Emotional Expression

Art provides a medium for emotional expression. When supplies are organized, children can more easily 
express their feelings, leading to improved emotional intelligence.

4. Lifelong Skills

By teaching children to manage their supplies, you’re equipping them with lifelong organizational skills. 
These skills will serve them well beyond childhood, impacting school, work, and personal life.

Conclusion
Organizing your kids’ art supplies for easy access is not just about tidiness; it’s about creating an 
environment that nurtures creativity, independence, and emotional growth. By assessing supplies, 
choosing the right storage solutions, and developing an ongoing routine, you can foster a love for art 
while teaching valuable organizational skills.

With an organized approach, children can easily find inspiration, dive into projects, and express 
themselves fully. So gather those art supplies, create a designated space, and watch your children flourish 
as they explore their artistic talents in a welcoming and organized environment. In doing so, you will not 
only simplify the cleanup process but also enrich their creative journey. Start today, and witness the 
transformation in both your home and your child’s artistic endeavors!
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