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Vintage accessories have a unique charm and character that add distinctiveness to our personal style. 
Whether it’s a brooch from the 1960s, a leather handbag from the 70s, or a collection of vintage hats, 
these items are not just fashion statements; they are pieces of history. However, organizing and accessing 
these treasures can be challenging if they lack proper storage and arrangement. This comprehensive guide 
will explore in-depth strategies for organizing vintage accessories for easy access, combining practical 
advice with creative ideas.

Understanding Vintage Accessories

What Are Vintage Accessories?

Vintage accessories encompass a wide range of items from previous decades, typically defined as being at 
least 20 years old but less than 100 years old. They can include:

• Jewelry (brooches, earrings, necklaces) 
• Bags (handbags, clutches, backpacks) 
• Hats (fedoras, berets, sun hats) 
• Scarves and Shawls 
• Belts 
• Sunglasses 
• Gloves 

These items can evoke nostalgia and serve as conversation starters while contributing to your unique 
style.

The Importance of Organization

Properly organizing vintage accessories is crucial for several reasons:

1. Preservation: Vintage items often require special care to maintain their condition. Proper 
organization minimizes wear and tear. 

2. Accessibility: An organized system allows quick access to your favorite pieces, making it easier 
to incorporate them into your outfits. 

3. Space Optimization: Efficient use of space ensures you can fit more items into smaller areas 
without clutter. 

4. Aesthetic Appeal: A well-organized collection enhances the overall aesthetic of your living space 
or closet. 

Assessing Your Vintage Accessories Collection

Step 1: Inventory Your Collection

Before diving into organizational systems, take stock of your collection:
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• Make a List: Document each item, noting its type, age, condition, and any sentimental value it 
holds. 

• Photograph Items: Consider taking photographs to create a visual inventory. This can help you 
remember what you have and assist in future organization. 

Step 2: Categorize Your Accessories

Categorizing your vintage accessories makes it easier to decide on an organization system. You could 
categorize them by:

• Type: Jewelry, bags, hats, etc. 
• Era: 1920s, 1950s, 1980s, etc. 
• Color: Organizing by color can create a visually pleasing display. 
• Functionality: Everyday wear vs. special occasion items. 

Step 3: Evaluate Space

Take note of your available space. Consider where you want to store your accessories, such as:

• Closet 
• Dresser drawers 
• Wall-mounted displays 
• Decorative boxes 

Organizing Strategies for Easy Access

Jewelry Organization

1. Jewelry Boxes and Trays

Invest in jewelry boxes or trays designed for organization. Look for ones with compartments that suit the 
size and type of your vintage jewelry:

• Trays: Use tiered trays for easy visibility. 
• Divided Boxes: Opt for divided boxes that can hold earrings, necklaces, and bracelets separately. 

2. Hanging Displays

Utilize wall space by creating hanging displays:

• Pegboards: Hang a pegboard and use hooks to hang necklaces and bracelets. 
• Cork Boards: Cover a cork board with fabric and use pins to display earrings and brooches. 

3. Drawer Organizers

For those who prefer keeping jewelry hidden, drawer organizers can keep everything sorted:

• Custom Dividers: Use custom dividers within your dresser drawers for easy sorting. 
• Stackable Organizers: Consider stackable organizers for ring collections. 

Handbag Organization

1. Shelf Arrangement

If you have shelf space, arrange handbags by type or size:

• Vertical Stacking: Stack smaller bags vertically, ensuring that labels are visible. 
• Boxed Storage: Use clear boxes for bags that are not frequently used. This keeps them dust-free. 



2. Hooks and Racks

Consider using hooks or racks for easy access:

• Wall Hooks: Install decorative hooks on walls or inside closets to hang bags. 
• Over-the-Door Racks: Utilize over-the-door hooks for maximum storage without occupying 

floor space. 

3. Clear Purses

For seasonal handbags, consider using transparent storage solutions:

• Clear Plastic Bags: Store clutches or evening bags in clear plastic protective bags. This helps in 
identifying what’s inside quickly. 

Hat Organization

1. Hat Boxes

Store delicate hats in hat boxes to maintain their shape:

• Label Boxes: Label each box with the type or era of the hat. 

2. Wall-Mounted Displays

Showcase your hats by using wall-mounted displays:

• Hat Racks: Install a decorative hat rack for easy access. 
• Floating Shelves: Use floating shelves to display hats artistically. 

Scarf and Shawl Organization

1. Scarf Hangers

Use scarf hangers that allow multiple scarves to be displayed together:

• Multi-Tiered Hangers: These can be hung in closets and save space while giving easy access to 
your collection. 

2. Rolling Storage

For larger shawls, consider rolling them:

• Drawer Rolls: Roll shawls and place them in drawers for easy organization. 

Belt Organization

1. Belt Racks

Install racks specifically designed to hold belts:

• Wall-Mounted Racks: These racks keep belts organized and easily accessible. 

2. Drawer Solutions

Alternatively, belts can also be stored neatly in drawers:

• Folded Organization: Fold belts and stack them in a drawer organizer for simplicity. 



Sunglasses and Eyewear Organization

1. Eyewear Cases

Store sunglasses in dedicated eyewear cases to protect lenses and frames:

• Soft Cases: Use soft cases for everyday sunglasses. 
• Hard Cases: For valuable vintage pairs, opt for hard cases for added protection. 

2. Display Stands

Use display stands if you want to showcase your sunglasses:

• Tabletop Displays: There are stands designed specifically for various styles of eyewear. 

Creative Storage Solutions

Utilizing Furniture

1. Furniture with Built-in Storage

Opt for furniture pieces that double as storage solutions:

• Ottomans: Choose ottomans with hidden compartments for storing scarves, gloves, or other 
accessories. 

• Storage Benches: Use a storage bench at the foot of your bed to keep bags or hats. 

2. Vintage Suitcases

Repurpose vintage suitcases as both decor and storage:

• Stacked Suitcases: Stack them in corners as an eye-catching display while storing accessories 
inside. 

Decorative Boxes and Baskets

1. Woven Baskets

Use woven baskets for a rustic touch:

• Label Each Basket: Clearly label baskets for easy identification. 

2. Decorative Boxes

Invest in decorative boxes that match your interior style:

• Color Coordination: Coordinate colors to create a cohesive look. 

Seasonal Rotation

1. Seasonal Storage

Consider rotating accessories based on seasons:

• Off-season Storage: Store out-of-season accessories in sealed bins to free up space for current 
items. 

2. Swap Regularly

Change out accessories regularly to keep your collection fresh and interesting:



• Monthly Rotation: Every month, switch out items to diversify your looks. 

Tips for Maintaining Organization

Regular Audits

Conduct regular audits of your vintage accessory collection:

• Every Six Months: Schedule bi-annual check-ups to ensure everything is organized and clean. 

Cleaning and Care

Proper cleaning is vital for maintaining the quality of vintage accessories:

• Gentle Cleaning: Use mild cleaners suitable for specific materials. 
• Conditioning Products: Invest in conditioning products for leather accessories. 

Documentation

Keep a document or spreadsheet detailing your collection:

• Track Purchases: Note when and where you acquired each piece, which can aid in insurance 
needs and appraisals. 

Conclusion
Organizing vintage accessories for easy access is a rewarding process that combines functionality with 
creativity. By assessing your collection, categorizing items effectively, and employing various 
organizational strategies, you can create a system that not only preserves your treasures but also enhances 
your daily experience. With the right tools and methods, your vintage accessories can be easily 
accessible, beautifully displayed, and incorporated seamlessly into your lifestyle. Embrace the charm of 
vintage finds while enjoying the practicality of an organized collection—your future self will thank you!
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