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As summer approaches, it’s time to prepare your swimwear collection for sunny days at the beach or 
poolside lounging. An organized swimwear collection not only simplifies your selection process but also 
ensures that you can easily locate your favorite pieces when the warm weather hits. This extensive guide 
will take you through the steps of organizing your swimwear, from assessing your collection and storage 
solutions to maintenance tips and style coordination.

Assessing Your Current Swimwear Collection
Before diving into the organization process, it is essential to assess what you already own. This step will 
help you understand your current collection and identify any gaps you may need to fill.

1.1 Inventory Your Swimwear

Start by gathering all your swimwear items. This includes:

• Swimsuits (one-pieces, bikinis, tankinis) 
• Rash Guards 
• Board Shorts 
• Swim Dresses 
• Cover-Ups 

Lay everything out in a clean space to get an overview of your collection.

1.2 Evaluate Condition and Fit

As you review each item, consider the following:

• Condition: Look for signs of wear and tear, such as fading, fraying, or stretched elastic. 
• Fit: Try on each piece to ensure it still fits comfortably and flatters your body shape. 
• Decide What to Keep: Create three piles: keep, donate/sell, and discard. The “keep” pile should 

include items you love wearing and that are in good condition. 

Sorting Your Swimwear
With your inventory sorted, it’s time to categorize your swimwear for better organization.

2.1 By Type

Organizing by type makes it easy to find what you’re looking for:

• Bikinis: Separate tops and bottoms if they’re mix-and-matchable. 
• One-Pieces: Group various styles together. 
• Rash Guards and Cover-Ups: Keep these separate for quick access. 

2.2 By Color

Color-coding your swimwear adds an aesthetic appeal and simplifies the selection process:
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1. Create a Rainbow Effect: Arrange swimsuits in the order of the rainbow (red, orange, yellow, 
etc.) for a visually pleasing display. 

2. Neutrals Together: Place black, white, and gray suits in their own section for easy access. 

2.3 By Occasion

Consider separating swimwear based on where you typically wear them:

• Casual Beach Days: Suits that are suitable for relaxed outings. 
• Active Swims: Swimsuits designed for water sports or swimming laps. 
• Pool Parties: Trendier, more fashionable pieces for social events. 

Choosing the Right Storage Solutions
The way you store your swimwear can significantly impact its longevity and accessibility.

3.1 Drawers and Bins

Storage Drawers:

• Use shallow drawers to store swimsuits flat, preventing stretching. 
• Consider using dividers to create sections for different types. 

Bins:

• Clear bins can be used to store swimwear while allowing you to see what’s inside. 
• Label each bin according to categories like “active swimwear” or “beachwear.” 

3.2 Hanging Organizers

Hanging Closet Organizers:

• Utilize hanging organizers or racks to store swimsuits vertically. 
• Choose options with pockets for easy visibility and accessibility. 

Shower Hooks:

• Attach shower hooks to a hanger for a DIY solution to hang swimsuits without damage. 

3.3 Travel Bags

Designated Swim Bag:

• Designate a travel bag specifically for swimwear and related accessories. 
• Ensure the bag has compartments to prevent items from mixing and getting damaged. 

Organizing Accessories
Your swimwear isn’t complete without the right accessories. Here’s how to organize them effectively.

4.1 Cover-Ups

• Hang or Fold: Depending on space, cover-ups can be hung or folded neatly in a drawer. 
• Color Coordinate: Organize cover-ups similarly to swimwear for an aesthetically pleasing setup. 

4.2 Towels

• Dedicated Towel Space: Keep a separate section for beach towels and quick-dry swim towels. 



• Roll vs. Fold: Rolling towels saves space and keeps them tidy. 

4.3 Sun Protection

• Sunscreen Storage: Use a small basket or container to hold sunscreen, lip balm, and after-sun 
products. 

• Easy Access: Store this basket near your swimwear for convenience when heading out. 

Maintenance Tips for Swimwear
Proper maintenance extends the life of your swimwear and keeps it looking new.

5.1 Washing and Drying

Washing:

• Always rinse your swimwear after use to remove chlorine or saltwater. 
• Hand wash with mild detergent to prevent damage. 

Drying:

• Avoid wringing out or twisting swimwear to remove excess water. 
• Lay flat on a towel to dry away from direct sunlight, which can cause fading. 

5.2 Storing Swimwear Properly

• Ensure swimsuits are completely dry before putting them away to prevent mold and mildew. 
• Store items in a cool, dry place, ideally away from direct light. 

Planning for Future Swimwear Purchases
Once your swimwear collection is organized, think ahead about future purchases.

6.1 Identifying Gaps

• Assess What’s Missing: Based on your sorting, identify any gaps in color, style, or occasion. 
• Address Needs: Consider what suits your lifestyle and activities, whether it’s a high-performance 

swimsuit for fitness or a trendy bikini for beach parties. 

6.2 Budgeting for New Pieces

• Set a Budget: Allocate funds specifically for swimwear purchases. 
• Watch for Sales: Keep an eye out for seasonal sales, especially leading up to summer. 

Coordinating Swimwear with Outfits
Stylish swimwear is just one part of your summer wardrobe. Coordinating it with outfits enhances your 
overall look.

7.1 Mix and Match

• Versatile Pieces: Choose solid-colored swimsuits that can pair with various cover-ups and 
accessories. 

• Layering: Experiment with layering cover-ups or kaftans to switch up your beach or pool style. 



7.2 Accessories Coordination

• Complementary Accessories: Match hats, sunglasses, or bags to your swimwear for a cohesive 
look. 

• Footwear: Select flip-flops, sandals, or water shoes that go well with your swimwear choices. 

Conclusion
Organizing your swimwear before summer is not only practical but also essential for making the most of 
the sunny season. By assessing your collection, sorting items thoughtfully, choosing the right storage 
solutions, and maintaining your gear properly, you’ll create a streamlined system that enhances your 
enjoyment of summer activities.

This organized approach allows you to focus on the fun aspects of summer rather than rifling through 
piles of swimwear. Embrace the opportunity to refresh your collection, coordinate stylish outfits, and 
enjoy every moment spent by the water. With a well-prepared swimwear setup, you’ll be ready to dive 
into summer adventures!
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