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Mixed media art involves combining various materials and techniques, resulting in unique and dynamic 
pieces. However, the diverse range of supplies required can lead to chaos if not organized properly. An 
effective organization system not only streamlines your creative process but also enhances your ability to 
find inspiration. This comprehensive guide will explore various strategies for organizing mixed media 
supplies, from assessing your inventory to implementing practical storage solutions.

Understanding Mixed Media Art
Before diving into organization strategies, let’s first understand what mixed media art entails.

1.1 What is Mixed Media?

Mixed media refers to an artistic approach that combines multiple mediums and materials within a single 
work. This can include:

• Painting: Using acrylics, watercolors, or oil paints. 
• Collage: Incorporating paper, fabric, photographs, and other elements. 
• Textiles: Adding fabric and thread. 
• Found Objects: Utilizing everyday items like buttons, metal scraps, and natural materials. 

1.2 Common Supplies Used in Mixed Media

A typical mixed media artist may have a wide range of supplies, including but not limited to:

• Paints and Inks: Acrylics, watercolors, alcohol inks, and spray paints. 
• Papers: Various weights, textures, and colors (e.g., cardstock, patterned paper). 
• Adhesives: Glue sticks, liquid glues, double-sided tape, and spray adhesive. 
• Tools: Brushes, palette knives, scissors, and craft knives. 
• Embellishments: Stamps, stencils, sequins, and beads. 
• Surfaces: Canvases, wood panels, and mixed media paper. 

The Importance of Organization
Organizing mixed media supplies plays a crucial role in the creative process.

2.1 Benefits of Organized Supplies

An organized workspace offers several advantages:

• Enhanced Creativity: A tidy environment fosters inspiration and allows you to focus on your art. 
• Efficiency: Quick access to materials saves time and minimizes frustration. 
• Protection of Supplies: Proper storage protects your materials from damage, dust, and wear. 

2.2 Challenges in Organizing Mixed Media Supplies

Despite the benefits, organizing mixed media supplies can be challenging:
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• Diverse Materials: The variety of textures and types makes categorization complex. 
• Limited Space: Many artists work in small areas, requiring efficient use of available space. 
• Evolving Interests: As interests change, it can be difficult to maintain an effective organization 

system. 

Assessing Your Supply Inventory
The first step towards organization is taking stock of what you have.

3.1 Cataloging Your Materials

Begin by creating a detailed inventory:

• List All Supplies: Write down every item you have, categorizing them by type. 
• Quantify Supplies: Note how much of each material you possess—this helps assess what you 

need more of or can eliminate. 

3.2 Identifying Usage Frequency

Evaluate how often you use different materials:

• Daily Essentials: Identify supplies you use regularly and keep them easily accessible. 
• Occasional Items: Items used less frequently can be stored away but should still be organized for 

when they are needed. 

3.3 Setting Priorities

Determine which supplies are most important to your current projects:

• Current Projects: Focus on organizing materials related to ongoing projects first. 
• Future Projects: Set aside supplies you may want to use in upcoming works. 

Choosing Storage Solutions for Mixed Media Supplies
Selecting the right storage options is key to keeping your supplies organized.

4.1 Types of Storage Options

There are various storage solutions suitable for mixed media artists:

• Plastic Bins: Stackable bins with lids that protect contents while being easy to label. 
• Drawer Units: Multi-drawer systems allow for categorized storage and easy accessibility. 
• Shelving Units: Open shelves provide excellent visibility for larger supplies and projects. 
• Art Caddies: Portable storage containers with compartments for tools and supplies. 

4.2 Key Features to Look For

When selecting storage options, consider these features:

• Size and Capacity: Ensure the storage solution can accommodate both current and future 
supplies. 

• Portability: If you move around while crafting, choose options that are easy to transport. 
• Durability: Opt for sturdy materials that can withstand regular use without breaking or degrading. 
• Visibility: Clear containers or open shelving help you see your supplies at a glance. 



Organizing Techniques for Effective Use
Once you have chosen your storage solutions, it’s time to implement effective organizing techniques.

5.1 Categorization

Sort your supplies into categories that make sense for you:

• By Medium: Group similar types of materials together (e.g., all paints, all papers). 
• By Project Type: Create sections for different types of projects (e.g., collages, paintings). 
• By Usage Frequency: Keep frequently used items at eye level and less common supplies higher 

up or further back. 

5.2 Labeling Systems

A proper labeling system can significantly enhance organization:

• Consistent Labels: Use consistent terminology across all labels to avoid confusion. 
• Color Coding: Consider using color-coded labels to quickly identify categories at a glance. 
• Digital Records: Optionally, maintain a digital inventory log along with physical labels for easy 

reference. 

5.3 Creating Project Kits

Consider creating kits for specific projects:

• Dedicated Kits: Set aside supplies for particular projects, making it easier to grab everything you 
need in one go. 

• Portable Kits: Use smaller containers or caddies for easy transportation if you like to craft on the 
go. 

Maintaining Your Organized System
Organization is an ongoing process; maintaining your system will keep it functional.

6.1 Regular Assessments

Schedule regular checks on your organization system:

• Monthly Reviews: Take time each month to evaluate whether your supplies are still organized 
effectively. 

• Adjust as Needed: Be flexible and willing to adapt your system based on changes in your crafting 
habits. 

6.2 Adapting to New Supplies

As you acquire new materials, ensure your organization remains effective:

• Find a Home for New Supplies: Designate a spot for any newly acquired supplies to maintain 
order. 

• Reassess Categories: If new supplies don’t fit well into existing categories, consider re-evaluating 
your organizational strategy. 

6.3 Decluttering Strategies

Decluttering is essential to maintaining an effective workspace:



• Regular Purging: Set a schedule to periodically go through your supplies and remove items you 
no longer use. 

• Donation: Consider donating unused materials to schools or community art programs. 

Creative Ideas for Displaying Your Supplies
Beyond simple organization, displaying your supplies can add charm to your space.

7.1 Artistic Displays

Use your supplies as part of your decor:

• Wall Art: Frame interesting papers or textiles and hang them as wall art. 
• Visible Storage: Use attractive jars or baskets to store supplies while keeping them visible. 

7.2 Functional Decor

Incorporate storage solutions that enhance your space:

• Decorative Shelves: Install shelves that are both functional and visually appealing. 
• Caddies and Containers: Choose caddies that match your decor style to keep supplies handy 

while adding aesthetics to your workspace. 

Conclusion
Organizing mixed media supplies can initially seem daunting due to the diversity and complexity of 
materials involved. However, by carefully assessing your inventory, choosing appropriate storage 
solutions, and implementing effective organizing techniques, you can create a streamlined and inspiring 
workspace.

An organized environment not only enhances your efficiency but also fosters creativity, allowing you to 
dive into your art with ease. Remember that organization is an ongoing process—regular assessments, 
adaptability, and decluttering will help maintain your system’s effectiveness.

Take the time to cultivate your supply organization strategy, and enjoy the freedom and inspiration it 
brings to your mixed media art journey!
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