
How to Organize Fishing Lures by Type and Size
• Writer: ysykzheng 
• Email: ysykart@gmail.com 
• Reading More Articles from Organization Tip 101 
• Buy Me A Coffee   

Fishing lures are essential tools for anglers, designed to attract fish and enhance the overall fishing 
experience. However, with numerous types and sizes available, organizing them can become a daunting 
task. Proper organization not only saves time but also enhances efficiency during fishing trips. This 
comprehensive guide will explore methods to organize fishing lures by type and size, ensuring that you 
maximize your fishing success while minimizing frustration.

Understanding Fishing Lures

1.1 What Are Fishing Lures?

Fishing lures are artificial baits designed to simulate the movement, color, and appearance of prey, 
enticing fish to strike. They come in various shapes, sizes, colors, and materials, each tailored to target 
specific fish species or water conditions.

1.2 Types of Fishing Lures

Common types of fishing lures include:

• Soft Plastics: Flexible lures made from soft plastic materials; often resemble worms, minnows, or 
other creatures. 

• Hard Baits: Rigid lures that include crankbaits, jerkbaits, and topwater lures, commonly used for 
various fishing techniques. 

• Spinnerbaits: Lures featuring spinning blades that create vibrations and reflections in the water. 
• Spoons: Metal lures that mimic fleeing baitfish when jigged vertically in the water column. 
• Jigs: Weighted lures with hooks that can be dressed with various materials to imitate bait. 

1.3 Importance of Organization

Properly organizing your fishing lures has several benefits:

• Efficiency: Quickly accessing the right lure can lead to more successful fishing trips. 
• Prevention of Damage: Storing lures appropriately helps reduce wear and tear, extending their 

lifespan. 
• Reduced Stress: An organized tackle box minimizes the hassle of searching through cluttered 

gear. 

Understanding the different types of lures and their purposes is the first step toward effective 
organization.

Preparing for Organization
Before diving into the organization process, it’s essential to prepare adequately.

2.1 Gathering Necessary Supplies

To organize your fishing lures effectively, gather the following supplies:
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• Tackle Box or Storage Containers: Ensure you have suitable storage options. 
• Labels or Markers: For categorizing lures. 
• Dividers or Storage Inserts: To separate different types and sizes. 
• Ziploc Bags or Small Containers: For smaller lures or accessories. 

Having these supplies on hand will streamline the organization process.

2.2 Assessing Your Current Lure Collection

Take an inventory of your existing lures:

• Sort by Condition: Check the condition of each lure—look for signs of damage, rust, or wear. 
• Identify Duplicates: Note any duplicate items that may require elimination or reevaluation. 
• Categorize by Type and Size: Begin to mentally sort your lures into categories based on type and 

size. 

This initial assessment will give you a clear understanding of what you own and what needs to be 
organized.

Organizing Lures by Type
Once you’ve assessed your collection, it’s time to organize your lures by type. This method can provide 
quick access to specific categories based on your fishing needs.

3.1 Soft Plastic Lures

• Sorting: Separate soft plastics by shape (e.g., worms, craws, grubs) and color. 
• Storage Options: Use small bins or Ziploc bags to keep similar lures together. Label each bag for 

easy identification. 

Example:

- Worms - Green Pumpkin - Watermelon Red - Craws - Blue - Black/Blue 
Flake

3.2 Hard Baits

• Grouping by Type: Organize hard baits into categories like crankbaits, jerkbaits, and topwaters. 
• Labeling: Clearly label sections for easy access to preferred styles. 

Example:

- Crankbaits - Deep Divers - Shallow Divers - Topwater - Poppers - 
Walk-the-Dog

3.3 Spinnerbaits and Buzzbaits

• Subcategories: Divide spinnerbaits by color, blade style, or weight. 
• Use of Dividers: Tackle boxes with dividers work well here to keep different styles separate. 

Example:

- Spinnerbaits - Colorado Blades - Willow Blades

3.4 Spoons and Jigs

• Sorting Spoons: Organize by size and color for quick selection based on fishing conditions. 
• Jigs Organization: Group jigs by weight and material (e.g., football jigs, flipping jigs). 



Example:

- Spoons - Silver - Gold - Jigs - 1/4 oz Football Jigs - 1/2 oz 
Flipping Jigs

3.5 Flies

• Fly Types: Separate flies into categories such as dry flies, wet flies, streamers, and nymphs. 
• Storage: A fly box with compartments works best for keeping flies secure and organized. 

Example:

- Dry Flies - Adams - Caddis - Streamers - Woolly Bugger - Clouser 
Minnow

Organizing Lures by Size
In addition to organizing by type, consider sorting your lures by size for greater specificity.

4.1 Small Lures

• Defining Small Lures: Generally, lures under 3 inches fall into this category. 
• Storage: Use small containers or dedicated compartments in your tackle box. 

Examples of Small Lures:

• Tiny jigs or grubs 
• Miniature crankbaits 

4.2 Medium Lures

• Defining Medium Lures: Lures ranging from 3 to 6 inches fit here. 
• Compartmentalization: Create designated compartments in your tackle box for quick access. 

Examples of Medium Lures:

• Standard-sized spinnerbaits 
• Regular-sized topwater lures 

4.3 Large Lures

• Defining Large Lures: Anything over 6 inches qualifies as large. 
• Dedicated Space: Given their size, ensure ample space in your tackle box or use larger storage 

containers. 

Examples of Large Lures:

• Swimbaits 
• Giant crankbaits 

Storage Solutions
Choosing the right storage solutions is crucial for maintaining the organization of your lures.

5.1 Tackle Boxes

• Multi-Compartment Boxes: Choose tackle boxes with multiple compartments that allow for easy 
separation by type and size. 



• Waterproof Options: Waterproof tackle boxes can protect lures from moisture and the elements. 

5.2 Lure Wraps and Bags

• Lure Wraps: Consider lure wraps for protection during transport. They prevent tangling and 
scratching. 

• Ziploc Bags: Use resealable bags for soft plastics and other delicate lures to keep them fresh. 

5.3 Drawer Systems

• Storage Drawers: Invest in drawer systems that can help segregate lures by type and size 
efficiently. 

• Labeling Drawers: Clearly label each drawer for quick identification. 

5.4 Wall-Mounted Organizers

• Space-Saving: Wall-mounted organizers can save floor space and make lures easily accessible. 
• Visibility: Clear containers allow for quick visual inspections of your inventory. 

Maintaining Your Organized Lures
Organization is ongoing and requires regular maintenance to remain effective.

6.1 Routine Checks

• Frequent Inspections: Conduct regular checks to ensure everything is still organized and in good 
condition. 

• Replenish Supplies: Replace worn-out lures or restock favorites as needed. 

6.2 Seasonal Reassessment

• Review Seasonal Needs: As seasons change, so do fishing habits and preferences; adjust your 
organization accordingly. 

• Evaluate Gear: Determine if certain lures need to be replaced due to wear or if new lures should 
be added to your collection. 

Conclusion
Organizing your fishing lures by type and size is a valuable practice that can significantly enhance your 
fishing experience. By understanding the various types of lures, preparing for organization, and 
implementing effective storage solutions, you can streamline your fishing trips and improve your overall 
effectiveness as an angler.

Regular maintenance of your organized lures ensures that you stay prepared for any fishing adventure, 
whether you’re heading to a local pond or venturing into remote waters. With a well-organized tackle 
box, you’ll spend less time searching for gear and more time enjoying the thrill of fishing. Happy angling!
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