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Crafting is a delightful and fulfilling activity that allows individuals to express their creativity. However, 
as anyone who has dabbled in crafting knows, the abundance of supplies can quickly lead to chaos. 
Disorganized craft materials not only make it difficult to find items when needed but also create 
frustrating clutter that can discourage further creative endeavors. A well-organized craft space, on the 
other hand, can inspire creativity and streamline the crafting process. One effective way to achieve this 
organization is by categorizing craft supplies. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore how to 
organize craft supplies by category, covering everything from initial assessment to maintenance.

Understanding the Importance of Organization

1. Enhances Creativity

A well-organized crafting area allows crafters to focus on their projects without being distracted by 
clutter. Access to organized supplies encourages experimentation and creativity.

2. Saves Time

When supplies are categorized and stored systematically, finding what you need becomes much quicker. 
This efficiency can help maintain momentum during crafting sessions.

3. Reduces Stress

An organized space minimizes feelings of overwhelm often associated with clutter. Knowing exactly 
where your materials are can bring peace of mind and enhance the crafting experience.

4. Teaches Responsibility

Organizing supplies teaches valuable life skills about taking care of one’s belongings and being 
responsible for maintaining order.

Assessing Your Current Supplies

1. Gather All Supplies

Begin by collecting all of your craft supplies in one place. This includes:

• Papers 
• Fabrics 
• Tools (scissors, glue, etc.) 
• Paints 
• Beads and embellishments 

2. Evaluate Condition

Check the condition of each item while sorting. Discard or recycle anything that is broken, dried out, or 
no longer usable.
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3. Identify Frequency of Use

Note which supplies you use most often. This evaluation will influence how you categorize and store 
them later.

Identifying Categories for Organization
Once you have assessed your supplies, it’s time to determine how to categorize them. Here are common 
categories to consider:

1. By Material Type

• Paper Supplies: Cardstock, scrapbooking paper, construction paper. 
• Fabric: Cotton, felt, fleece, and any other types. 
• Tools: Scissors, cutting mats, adhesives, brushes. 
• Paints and Inks: Acrylic paints, watercolors, stamps, and inks. 
• Embellishments: Buttons, stickers, ribbons, and sequins. 

2. By Project Type

• Scrapbooking: All papers, tools, and embellishments related to scrapbooking. 
• Sewing: Sewing fabrics, threads, patterns, and sewing tools. 
• Painting: Canvases, paints, brushes, and palettes. 
• Mixed Media: Various supplies used for multi-type projects. 

3. By Frequency of Use

• Everyday Supplies: Items you use regularly. 
• Occasional Supplies: Items you use for specific projects. 
• Seasonal Supplies: Holiday-specific materials like Christmas decorations or Halloween crafts. 

Choosing Appropriate Storage Solutions
The right storage solutions can greatly improve organization. Here are some options to consider:

1. Clear Bins

Clear bins allow you to see contents at a glance. Consider stacking bins to maximize vertical space.

2. Drawer Units

Multi-drawer storage units can be great for separating smaller items, such as beads or buttons.

3. Shelving Units

Open shelving provides easy access to larger items like rolls of fabric or canvases.

4. Portable Carts

Mobile carts can hold frequently used supplies and can easily be moved around to different crafting areas 
or rooms.

5. Ziplock Bags

For smaller amounts of individual items, ziplock bags can help keep things tidy and organized.



Creating an Organizational System

1. Group Similar Items Together

As you categorize your supplies, group similar items together within your chosen storage solutions. For 
example, all sewing materials should go in one area, while painting supplies should occupy another.

2. Create Subcategories

Within broader categories, subcategorize items further. For instance:

• For Paper Supplies: You might have sections for solid colors, patterned papers, and specialty 
papers (like metallic or textured). 

• For Fabric: Cotton, jersey, and flannel fabrics can each have their own section. 

3. Allocate Space Wisely

Designate specific spaces for each category within your crafting area. Ensure that everyday items are 
easily accessible, while less frequently used items can be stored higher or farther away.

Labeling Your Supplies

1. Use Descriptive Labels

Clearly label all storage bins, drawers, and containers. Labels should indicate the category and types of 
supplies contained within.

2. Employ Color Coding

Use color-coded labels to visually differentiate between categories. For example, use green for paper 
supplies, blue for fabric, and red for tools.

3. Create a Master Inventory List

Consider keeping a master inventory list that outlines where each category is stored. This document can 
serve as a quick reference when searching for materials.

Maintaining Your Organized Craft Space

1. Schedule Regular Organization Sessions

Set aside time every few months to reassess and reorganize your supplies. This will help accommodate 
new materials and discard outdated ones.

2. Clean Up After Each Project

Establish a routine to clean up immediately after completing a project. Encourage returning all supplies to 
their designated spots.

3. Monitor Incoming Supplies

As you acquire new materials, integrate them into your existing system rather than letting them 
accumulate in a pile.



Encouraging Creativity through Accessibility

1. Keep Frequently Used Items Accessible

Ensure that the items you use most often are within easy reach. This accessibility fosters creativity and 
encourages continued crafting.

2. Create Inspiration Boards

Designate a space for inspiration boards where you can pin project ideas, samples, and swatches. This 
encourages creativity and makes it easier to visualize future projects.

3. Allow for Exploration

Encourage kids or crafting partners to explore new materials. Set aside a dedicated area for experimental 
projects that may incorporate various supplies.

Involving Kids in the Organization Process

1. Teach Responsibility

Involve children in organizing supplies, teaching them the importance of taking care of their materials.

2. Make It Fun

Turn the organizing process into a fun activity. Create games or challenges, like racing against the clock 
to sort items.

3. Foster Ownership

Allow kids to have a say in how their craft space is organized. Empowering them in the decision-making 
process enhances their commitment to keeping things tidy.

Conclusion
Organizing craft supplies by category not only simplifies access and enhances creativity but also creates a 
more pleasant crafting environment. By assessing current supplies, identifying appropriate categories, 
choosing effective storage solutions, and involving everyone in the organization process, you can 
transform a chaotic space into an inspiring oasis for creativity.

With regular maintenance and a commitment to organization, your craft supplies will always be ready to 
inspire your next project. Embrace the joy of crafting in an organized space, and let your creativity 
flourish! Happy crafting!
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