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Crafting is a wonderful way for individuals, especially children, to express their creativity and learn new 
skills. However, the diverse range of materials available can quickly lead to confusion and chaos if not 
organized properly. One effective strategy for managing craft supplies is to organize them by skill level. 
This approach not only helps in easy access to materials but also aids in guiding crafters to choose 
projects that match their capabilities. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into how to effectively 
organize craft materials by skill level, covering everything from assessing skill levels to maintaining an 
organized system.

Understanding Skill Levels in Crafting

1. Beginner

Definition: Beginners are typically those who are new to crafting or have limited experience. They may 
require guidance and simple projects that focus on basic techniques.

Characteristics:

• Limited understanding of tools and materials. 
• Preference for straightforward instructions. 
• Projects that reinforce foundational skills. 

Common Projects:

• Simple paper crafts (e.g., greeting cards). 
• Basic sewing projects (e.g., pillowcases). 
• Easy painting techniques (e.g., sponge painting). 

2. Intermediate

Definition: Intermediate crafters possess a moderate level of experience and knowledge. They’re 
comfortable with basic techniques and are ready to tackle more complex projects.

Characteristics:

• Ability to follow multi-step instructions. 
• Some familiarity with various tools and materials. 
• Willingness to experiment with new techniques. 

Common Projects:

• Quilting and patchwork. 
• Mixed media art. 
• More intricate sewing patterns (e.g., clothing). 

3. Advanced

Definition: Advanced crafters have extensive experience and proficiency in different crafting disciplines. 
They often create original designs and tackle challenging projects.
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Characteristics:

• High level of skill in multiple crafting areas. 
• Strong understanding of materials and techniques. 
• Ability to troubleshoot and innovate. 

Common Projects:

• Detailed woodworking projects. 
• Complex textile creations (e.g., tailored garments). 
• Artistic installations or exhibitions. 

Evaluating Your Current Supplies
Before you can organize your craft materials by skill level, it’s essential to evaluate what you currently 
have on hand.

1. Take Inventory

Start by gathering all your craft supplies in one area. This includes:

• Fabrics 
• Paints 
• Papers 
• Tools (scissors, glue, etc.) 
• Other miscellaneous items 

2. Assess Condition

As you inventory your supplies, assess the condition of each item. Identify which materials are still usable 
and which ones need to be discarded or repurposed.

3. Identify Skill-Matching Materials

While evaluating, consider which materials correspond to beginner, intermediate, or advanced skill levels. 
For example:

• Beginners: Basic scissors, washable paints, and construction paper. 
• Intermediate: Precision cutting tools, fabric markers, and mixed media supplies. 
• Advanced: Specialty tools like rotary cutters or design software. 

Categorizing Materials by Skill Level
Once you have evaluated your supplies, it’s time to categorize them according to skill levels.

1. Create Separate Categories

Establish three main categories based on the skill levels:

• Beginner Supplies 
• Intermediate Supplies 
• Advanced Supplies 

2. Include Subcategories

Within each category, you can further divide materials into subcategories such as:



• Tools 
• Materials 
• Completed Projects (if applicable) 

3. Visual Representation

Consider using visual aids, such as charts or color-coded labels, to represent each skill level. This can 
help both kids and adults easily understand where to find their materials.

Choosing Appropriate Storage Solutions
Selecting the right storage solutions is crucial for maintaining an organized craft space. Here are some 
options:

1. Clear Plastic Bins

Clear bins allow visibility while keeping materials dust-free. Label each bin clearly with the 
corresponding skill level.

2. Drawer Organizers

Use drawer organizers for smaller items such as beads, buttons, and threads. These can fit neatly within 
larger storage systems.

3. Shelving Units

Install shelving units specifically designed for craft supplies. Use adjustable shelves to accommodate 
materials of varying sizes.

4. Portable Carts

For a mobile solution, consider using rolling carts. These can hold supplies categorized by skill level and 
can be moved around easily during crafting sessions.

Creating a Systematic Organization Method

1. Group Similar Items Together

When organizing each skill category, group similar items together. For instance:

• Tools: All scissors, cutting mats, and adhesives in one section. 
• Fabrics: Different types of fabric stored together, sorted by color or pattern. 

2. Allocate Space Wisely

Designate specific spaces for each skill level. Ensure that beginner supplies are at a height accessible to 
younger crafters, while advanced supplies can be placed higher up.

3. Maintain Flexibility

Be open to adjusting your organization system as needed. If you acquire new supplies or if skill levels 
change, adapt your setup to reflect those changes.



Labeling and Accessibility

1. Use Labels Effectively

Label each storage unit clearly with the skill level and contents. Consider using:

• Color-Coded Labels: Assign a color for each skill level (e.g., green for beginners, blue for 
intermediates, red for advanced). 

• Descriptive Text: Include the types of materials inside each container. 

2. Ensure Easy Access

Make sure that all materials are easily accessible. Avoid placing beginner supplies on high shelves or in 
hard-to-reach areas.

3. Create a Resource Guide

Develop a resource guide that describes the materials suitable for each skill level, including potential 
projects and techniques. This guide can serve as a reference for both children and adults.

Encouraging Growth Through Challenge

1. Introduce New Techniques Gradually

As kids become comfortable with beginner materials, introduce intermediate supplies gradually, allowing 
them to expand their skills without feeling overwhelmed.

2. Set Personal Goals

Encourage crafters to set personal goals for progressing through the skill levels. This could involve 
completing certain projects or mastering particular techniques.

3. Celebrate Achievements

Acknowledge milestones when transitioning to new skill levels. Celebrations can include showcasing 
completed projects or having a special crafting day.

Maintaining Your Organized Craft Space

1. Regular Check-Ups

Schedule regular check-ups on your craft materials. This could be monthly or quarterly, depending on 
usage. Assess the condition of supplies and reorganize as necessary.

2. Replenish and Restock

Keep track of supplies, especially those that frequently run out. Maintain a list of essentials to restock 
periodically.

3. Encourage Routine Cleanup

Teach kids to clean up after every crafting session. Regularly returning materials to their designated spots 
will help maintain order.



Involving Kids in the Process

1. Make It a Family Activity

Invite children to participate in organizing the craft space. This involvement fosters a sense of ownership 
and responsibility for their materials.

2. Discuss Skill Levels

Talk to kids about the importance of skill levels in crafting. Explain how certain materials are suited for 
different abilities and encourage them to challenge themselves.

3. Collaborate on Projects

Work together on collaborative projects that incorporate various skill levels. This teamwork promotes 
learning and allows for shared creativity.

Conclusion
Organizing craft materials by skill level is a practical approach that enhances the crafting experience for 
individuals of all ages. By understanding skill levels, evaluating current supplies, categorizing materials, 
and creating an accessible organization system, crafters can enjoy a more fulfilling creative journey.

This structured method not only simplifies access to supplies but also encourages personal growth and 
exploration within the world of crafting. As kids learn to navigate their materials and embrace challenges, 
they develop essential skills that extend far beyond crafting, fostering confidence and creativity along the 
way. Happy crafting!
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