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Buttons and fasteners are essential components in sewing, fashion design, and crafting. They come in 
various shapes, sizes, colors, and materials, making them a versatile addition to any project. However, 
keeping these small items organized can be challenging. An effective system for organizing buttons and 
fasteners not only saves you time but also enhances your creativity and efficiency when working on 
projects. This comprehensive guide will explore how to organize buttons and fasteners for quick access, 
providing practical tips and strategies for sewists and crafters of all levels.

Understanding the Importance of Organization

1.1 Benefits of Organized Storage

Organizing buttons and fasteners can provide several significant benefits:

• Quick Access: When your collection is well-organized, you save time searching for needed items, 
allowing you to focus more on your creative process. 

• Reduced Waste: An organized system helps prevent duplicate purchases by allowing you to see 
what you already have, reducing unnecessary spending. 

• Enhanced Creativity: A well-arranged space encourages inspiration, as you can easily view and 
experiment with various buttons and fasteners during your projects. 

1.2 Challenges with Unorganized Buttons and Fasteners

Many sewists face challenges related to disorganized collections:

• Clutter: Loose buttons and fasteners can create clutter, making your workspace feel chaotic and 
overwhelming. 

• Difficulty Finding Items: Searching through bags or boxes filled with mixed items can be 
frustrating and time-consuming. 

• Damage: Small items that are not stored properly can become damaged or lost, leading to waste 
and additional costs. 

Assessing Your Collection
Before implementing an organizational system, assess your current collection of buttons and fasteners.

2.1 Types of Buttons and Fasteners

Understanding the different types of buttons and fasteners you possess will help you determine the best 
way to categorize and store them:

• Buttons:

• Sew-On Buttons: Traditional buttons that require sewing to attach. 
• Snap Buttons: Easy-to-use buttons that snap together. 
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• Toggle Buttons: Often used in outerwear, requiring a loop for closure. 
• Shank Buttons: Have a shank on the back for easy attachment. 

• Fasteners:

• Zippers: Available in various lengths, styles, and colors. 
• Hook and Loop (Velcro): Used for closures in many types of garments. 
• Snaps: Different types include snap fasteners and poppers. 
• Buckle Fasteners: Used often in belts and straps. 

2.2 Inventorying Your Supplies

Take stock of your current buttons and fasteners:

• List All Items: Make a detailed list of each type of button and fastener you own, noting their 
colors, sizes, and quantities. 

• Condition Check: Examine each item to determine if it is still usable. Discard any damaged or 
broken items. 

Choosing an Organizational Method
Decide on an organizational method that suits your needs and available space.

3.1 Physical Storage Techniques

There are several physical storage techniques to consider:

• Categorization: Group similar items together based on type, size, or color. For example, place all 
snap buttons in one container and all zippers in another. 

• Size Sorting: Organize by size to help find items quickly, particularly for buttons which can vary 
greatly in diameter. 

• Color Coding: Use color coding to visually organize items, making it easier to locate specific 
colors when needed. 

3.2 Digital Tracking Methods

For those who prefer digital management, consider using technology:

• Spreadsheet Management: Create a spreadsheet to log your buttons and fasteners, including 
details such as size, color, and quantity. 

• Fabric Inventory Apps: Explore apps designed for managing craft supplies, allowing you to 
catalog and track your buttons and fasteners electronically. 

Implementing Your Organizational System
With a plan in place, it’s time to set up your organizational system.

4.1 Storage Solutions for Buttons and Fasteners

Choose appropriate storage solutions that maximize visibility and accessibility:

• Clear Bins: Utilize clear plastic bins or containers to store your buttons and fasteners; this allows 
you to see the contents without opening every box. 

• Drawer Organizers: Use drawer inserts to keep smaller items separated and easy to access within 
larger drawers. 

• Compartmentalized Boxes: Consider using compartmentalized storage boxes specifically 



designed for small items, often found at craft stores. 

4.2 Labeling and Categorization

Effective labeling is key to maintaining organization:

• Consistent Labels: Use uniform labels across all storage solutions for clarity and easy navigation. 
• Category Indicators: Clearly mark categories or themes (e.g., “snaps,” “buttons,” “zippers”) to 

enhance visibility and reduce searching time. 

Creating a Reference Guide
A reference guide can help you quickly identify and make use of your buttons and fasteners.

5.1 Button and Fastener Cataloging

Consider cataloging your buttons and fasteners systematically:

• Inventory List: Maintain an updated list or spreadsheet that includes columns for item names, 
sizes, colors, and locations. 

• Photos: Take photos of each category and include them in your catalog for visual references. 

5.2 Visual Reference Boards

Incorporate visual elements to aid memory:

• Swatch Boards: Create swatch boards featuring samples of your buttons and fasteners, serving as 
a quick reference for ongoing or future projects. 

• Mood Boards: Develop mood boards that capture the essence of particular styles or themes, 
referencing them when planning projects. 

Maintaining Your Organized Collection
Keeping your storage system efficient requires regular maintenance.

6.1 Regular Reviews

Schedule regular reviews of your button and fastener collection:

• Monthly Audits: Conduct monthly audits to assess which items are frequently used versus those 
that aren’t. 

• Decluttering: Remove outdated or unused items to create space for new acquisitions. 

6.2 Updating Your Inventory

Stay current with trends and renew your collection regularly:

• New Additions: Regularly add new buttons and fasteners and update your inventory to reflect 
changes in your collection. 

• Expanded Categories: If certain categories grow too large, consider subdividing them to 
maintain order. 

Conclusion
Organizing buttons and fasteners for quick access can make a significant difference in your sewing 
experience. By assessing your collection, choosing suitable organizational methods, implementing a 



structured system, and maintaining it regularly, you can ensure that your buttons and fasteners are always 
within reach.

An organized collection not only saves time but also inspires creativity, allowing you to focus on what 
you love most—creating beautiful and functional pieces. Embrace the art of organization, and watch how 
it transforms your sewing projects into joyful experiences filled with endless possibilities. Happy sewing!
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