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Organizing board games and puzzles can transform your living space into a vibrant hub of fun and 
creativity. A well-organized collection not only enhances accessibility but also encourages regular play, 
fosters family connections, and makes for an inviting atmosphere when entertaining guests. In this article, 
we will explore effective strategies for organizing your board games and puzzles, incorporating practical 
tips, design ideas, and maintenance practices to keep your collection tidy.

Introduction
Board games and puzzles have become staples in many households, serving as sources of entertainment, 
social interaction, and cognitive development. However, with countless options available, these 
collections can quickly become chaotic without proper organization. A well-thought-out arrangement not 
only saves time when searching for a game but also enhances the overall aesthetic of your living room. 
This guide aims to provide actionable steps for creating an organized board game and puzzle area in your 
home.

Assessing Your Collection
Before diving into the organizational process, it’s essential to take stock of what you currently own. Here 
are some steps to assess your collection:

2.1 Inventory Your Games and Puzzles

• Make a List: Write down every board game and puzzle you own. Include essential details such as 
the number of pieces, type, and condition. 

• Condition Check: Examine each item for damages, missing pieces, or wear and tear. Decide 
whether to repair, discard, or donate any neglected items. 

2.2 Determine Your Space Constraints

• Measure Available Space: Take measurements of your living room area where you plan to store 
your collection. Consider height, width, and depth constraints. 

• Consider Accessibility: Think about where you typically play games and how often you access 
them. Choose a location that allows easy access while maintaining aesthetics. 

Choosing the Right Storage Solutions
Once you have assessed your collection, the next step is to determine the best storage solutions. The right 
choice will depend on your available space, the size of your collection, and your personal style 
preferences.

3.1 Shelving Units

Shelving units are a popular choice for displaying board games and puzzles. They come in various styles, 
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heights, and materials, allowing you to choose one that complements your living room decor.

• Open Shelves: These provide visibility and ease of access. You can arrange games in a visually 
appealing manner, showcasing colorful boxes. 

• Adjustable Shelves: Opt for shelves that can be adjusted to accommodate varying box sizes. This 
ensures that no space is wasted. 

3.2 Cabinets

Cabinets offer a more concealed option for storage while still keeping your games accessible.

• Glass-Front Cabinets: These allow you to display your collection while keeping dust at bay, 
adding elegance to your living space. 

• Multipurpose Cabinets: Consider cabinets with additional features, such as drawers for storing 
smaller items like dice, cards, and tokens. 

3.3 Bins and Baskets

For a more casual or flexible storage solution, bins and baskets work well.

• Woven Baskets: These can add texture to your decor while providing functional storage. Group 
similar games together for quick identification. 

• Plastic Bins: Clear plastic bins allow for easy visibility and stackability. Label each bin for 
efficient sorting. 

Sorting Your Games and Puzzles
How you sort your games and puzzles can significantly impact how easily you can find and enjoy them. 
Here are some effective methods:

4.1 By Type

Organizing by type helps categorize your collection effectively.

• Party Games: Place all party games in one section for quick access during gatherings. 
• Strategy Games: Store strategy-heavy games separately for dedicated game nights. 
• Puzzles: Keep all jigsaw puzzles grouped together, perhaps even by the number of pieces. 

4.2 By Size

Arranging by size can enhance visibility and save space.

• Tall Boxes: Place taller games on higher shelves. 
• Small Boxes: Stack smaller games or puzzles together to maximize space. 

4.3 By Frequency of Use

Consider how often you play certain games.

• Favorites Up Front: Store frequently played games at eye level for easy access. 
• Seasonal Games: Place less frequently used games in less accessible areas or in storage. 

Labeling and Categorizing
Labeling is a powerful tool to maintain organization.



5.1 Creating Effective Labels

• Use Clear Descriptions: Write concise labels that include the game name and number of players. 
• Color Coding: Consider color coding based on game type or difficulty to facilitate quick 

identification. 

5.2 Digital Catalogs

For tech-savvy individuals, maintaining a digital catalog can be beneficial.

• Apps for Inventory Management: Utilize apps like “Board Game Tracker” to keep track of your 
collection digitally, including reviews and notes. 

• Spreadsheets: Create a simple spreadsheet with details to manage your collection efficiently. 

Creating a Play Area
In addition to organizing your collection, consider creating a dedicated play area.

6.1 Choosing the Right Location

Select a comfortable space within your living room where you can set up a gaming table or surface.

• Table Setup: Ensure the table is large enough to accommodate multiple players comfortably. 
• Seating Arrangement: Incorporate chairs or cushions that encourage relaxation and enjoyment 

during gameplay. 

6.2 Comfortable Atmosphere

Enhance the play area with cozy lighting and decor.

• Ambient Lighting: Use warm light fixtures or string lights to create an inviting atmosphere. 
• Themed Decor: Add artwork or decorations inspired by your favorite games or genres to 

personalize the space. 

Maintaining Your Organization System
Keeping your collection organized requires ongoing effort.

7.1 Regular Reassessment

Periodically review your collection to ensure it remains tidy and relevant.

• Monthly Check-Ups: Set aside time monthly to reassess your organization system, add new 
games, or remove old ones. 

• Cleanliness: Dust shelves and clean surfaces to maintain a fresh appearance. 

7.2 Encourage Family Participation

Get the whole family involved in the upkeep of the collection.

• Game Nights: Schedule regular game nights to foster interest in your collection and ensure 
everyone knows where things are stored. 

• Involve Kids in Organization: For families with children, engage them in organizing their 
games, teaching them valuable skills along the way. 



Incorporating Personal Touches
Adding personal touches to your board games and puzzles organization can make the space feel more 
welcoming.

8.1 Custom Artwork

• Game Cover Art Display: Frame cover art from favorite games and display them on the wall as 
both decoration and tribute to your collection. 

8.2 DIY Projects

If you’re inclined toward crafts, consider custom storage solutions.

• Hand-Painted Bins: Personalize storage bins with your designs or colors. 
• Customized Labels: Create unique labels using craft supplies for a personal touch. 

Conclusion
Organizing board games and puzzles in your living room enhances not only the aesthetic appeal of your 
space but also promotes enjoyment and shared experiences among family and friends. With careful 
planning, a suitable storage solution, and a commitment to maintaining your organization system, you can 
create an inviting area that inspires fun and creativity. So roll the dice, shuffle the cards, and get ready to 
enjoy countless hours of gaming bliss in your beautifully organized space!

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of how to organize board games and puzzles effectively. 
By following these steps and customizing your approach, you can create an inviting environment that 
encourages collaboration, fun, and lasting memories.
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