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Moving can be a challenging endeavor, and when it comes to transporting difficult items like pianos and 
artwork, the task becomes even more intricate. These items often hold significant emotional value, are 
physically cumbersome, and require specialized care to ensure they arrive at their new destination in 
pristine condition. This comprehensive guide will delve into the complexities of moving such items, 
offering strategies, tips, and resources to help you navigate the process smoothly.

Understanding the Challenges

1.1. Unique Characteristics of Pianos

Pianos are intricate instruments comprised of heavy materials like wood and metal, leading to several 
challenges:

• Weight: A standard upright piano can weigh between 300 to 800 pounds, while grand pianos may 
weigh over 1,000 pounds. 

• Complex Mechanisms: Inside, there are strings, hammers, and other sensitive components that 
require careful handling. 

• Sensitivity to Temperature and Humidity: Pianos are affected by environmental conditions, 
which can lead to tuning issues or damage if not properly managed. 

1.2. The Fragility of Artwork

Artwork can encompass a variety of pieces, each with its own unique considerations:

• Varied Materials: Paintings, sculptures, and photographs can all vary significantly in terms of 
fragility. 

• Value: Many artworks have significant monetary and sentimental value, necessitating careful 
handling. 

• Surface Damage Risks: Scratches, dents, and other forms of damage are common concerns when 
moving artwork. 

Preparing for the Move

2.1. Assessing Your Items

Begin your moving process by taking stock of what needs to be moved:

• Inventory: Create an inventory list of all items, noting any special characteristics or 
vulnerabilities. 

• Condition Assessment: Examine items for pre-existing damage and document them through 
photographs for insurance purposes. 

• Consultation: If unsure about an item’s condition or value, consider consulting an expert, 
especially for valuable art pieces. 
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2.2. Gathering Necessary Supplies

Proper supplies are essential to ensure safe transport:

• For Pianos:

• Heavy-duty moving blankets 
• Piano dollies or skids 
• Strong packing tape 
• Straps or ropes for securing the piano 

• For Artwork:

• Bubble wrap or foam sheets 
• Picture boxes (for framed art) 
• Acid-free paper (for delicate pieces) 
• Packing tape 
• Corner protectors for frames 

Hiring Professionals vs. DIY

3.1. When to Hire Experts

Certain situations warrant hiring professionals:

• High Value: If the items are particularly valuable, hiring experts ensures they are handled 
correctly. 

• Complex Moves: If stairs, narrow hallways, or tight corners are involved, professionals are 
trained to navigate these challenges safely. 

• Time Constraints: If you lack the time or manpower to handle the move yourself, experts can 
streamline the process. 

3.2. DIY Considerations

If you decide to tackle the move yourself:

• Assess Your Capability: Ensure you have enough help and physical strength to manage heavy 
items. 

• Educate Yourself: Research best practices for moving difficult items to avoid damaging them. 
• Plan Ahead: Ensure you have sufficient time, supplies, and a clear plan before attempting the 

move. 

Packing Techniques for Pianos

4.1. Preparing the Piano

Before packing, take specific steps to ensure the piano is ready for transport:

• Tuning: Consult a professional tuner before and after the move to prevent damage to the 
instrument. 

• Remove Accessories: Take off any removable parts, such as music stands or decorative elements. 
• Secure Hatches and Pedals: Use tape to secure the piano lid and any pedals to prevent movement 

during transport. 



4.2. Using Proper Packing Materials

Use high-quality materials to protect the piano:

• Cushioning: Wrap the piano with heavy-duty moving blankets to shield it from scratches and 
impacts. 

• Strapping: Secure the blankets with strong straps to keep them in place during loading and 
transport. 

4.3. Loading and Transporting

Follow these guidelines for safe loading and transportation:

• Use a Dolly: Employ a piano dolly designed to support the weight and dimensions of the piano. 
• Team Effort: Always use multiple people to lift and maneuver the piano. 
• Secure the Piano in the Vehicle: Once loaded, ensure the piano is strapped down and cannot shift 

during transport. 

Packing Techniques for Artwork

5.1. Types of Artwork

Identify the types of artwork you’re dealing with, including:

• Framed Paintings: Require extra padding to protect glass and frames. 
• Sculptures: Must be secured to avoid tipping or rolling. 
• Photographs: Should be stored flat or rolled gently, depending on their size. 

5.2. Wrapping and Packing

Utilize appropriate techniques for each type of artwork:

• Framed Art:

• Wrap Carefully: Use acid-free paper or bubble wrap to cover the front, then wrap 
securely in moving blankets. 

• Box Up: Place wrapped artwork in picture boxes, filling any gaps with packing peanuts to 
prevent movement. 

• Sculptures:

• Cushioned Support: Wrap with bubble wrap, then place in a sturdy box with cushioning 
to stabilize. 

• Photographs:

• Flat Storage: Store flat between sheets of cardboard or use archival-quality boxes to 
prevent bending. 

5.3. Protecting Frames and Glass

Glass frames need extra attention:

• Corner Protectors: Use corner protectors specifically designed for frames to prevent chipping. 
• Avoid Pressure: Never place heavy items on top of artwork; keep them upright and well-secured 

during transport. 



Unpacking and Setting Up

6.1. Unloading with Care

Once you arrive at your new location, unloading should be approached cautiously:

• Plan Your Pathway: Clear pathways and ensure that both the entrance and hallways are free of 
obstacles to safely move heavy items. 

• Team Coordination: Communicate clearly with your team to prevent accidents as you unload. 

6.2. Reassembling Pianos

After unloading, reassemble and tune your piano:

• Positioning: Place the piano in a stable area away from direct sunlight or heating vents to 
maintain temperature stability. 

• Professional Tuning: Schedule a tuner to come out and ensure everything sounds perfect after the 
move. 

6.3. Hanging and Displaying Artwork

Display your artwork thoughtfully to enhance your space:

• Choose Locations: Select areas that avoid direct sunlight to protect colors and textures. 
• Use Quality Hardware: Invest in strong wall anchors and hangers to support heavier pieces. 
• Arranging: For a cohesive look, consider arranging multiple pieces together in a gallery style. 

Conclusion
Moving challenging items like pianos and artwork requires careful planning, proper techniques, and, 
sometimes, the assistance of professionals. By understanding the unique requirements of these items and 
implementing effective strategies, you can ensure a successful move that preserves their condition and 
value.

From preparing and packing to transporting and unpacking, each phase of the process contributes to a 
stress-free experience. Whether you choose to do it yourself or hire experts, being informed and 
organized will ultimately lead to a smoother transition into your new home. With the right approach and 
tools, you can confidently handle even the most delicate aspects of your move.

• Writer: ysykzheng 
• Email: ysykart@gmail.com 
• Reading More Articles from Organization Tip 101 
• Buy Me A Coffee   

https://ko-fi.com/ysykzheng
https://organizationtip101.com/

	How to Handle Moving Difficult Items Like Pianos or Artwork
	Understanding the Challenges
	1.1. Unique Characteristics of Pianos
	1.2. The Fragility of Artwork

	Preparing for the Move
	2.1. Assessing Your Items
	2.2. Gathering Necessary Supplies

	Hiring Professionals vs. DIY
	3.1. When to Hire Experts
	3.2. DIY Considerations

	Packing Techniques for Pianos
	4.1. Preparing the Piano
	4.2. Using Proper Packing Materials
	4.3. Loading and Transporting

	Packing Techniques for Artwork
	5.1. Types of Artwork
	5.2. Wrapping and Packing
	5.3. Protecting Frames and Glass

	Unpacking and Setting Up
	6.1. Unloading with Care
	6.2. Reassembling Pianos
	6.3. Hanging and Displaying Artwork

	Conclusion


