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Creating a craft supply organizer from upcycled materials is an environmentally friendly way to declutter 
your crafting space while expressing your creativity. Not only does this project reduce waste, but it also 
allows you to customize the organizer to fit your specific needs and aesthetic. In this comprehensive 
guide, we will explore the benefits of upcycling, provide a step-by-step tutorial for creating your own 
craft supply organizer, and share tips for maintaining and personalizing your new creation.

Introduction to Upcycling

1.1. What is Upcycling?

Upcycling refers to the process of transforming waste materials or unwanted products into new materials 
or products of better quality or environmental value. Unlike recycling, which often breaks down materials 
into their raw forms, upcycling focuses on reusing existing items in creative ways. This can involve 
altering the item’s form or function, allowing it to serve a new purpose.

1.2. Benefits of Upcycling for Crafting

Upcycling offers several benefits, especially for crafters:

• Environmental Impact: By using materials that would otherwise end up in landfills, you 
contribute to waste reduction and promote sustainability. 

• Cost-Effective: Upcycling allows you to create without spending money on new materials, 
making it an affordable option for crafters. 

• Uniqueness: Upcycled items often have a unique character and charm that store-bought 
organizers lack, allowing you to create something truly one-of-a-kind. 

• Creative Expression: The process of upcycling encourages creativity and resourcefulness, 
pushing you to think outside the box and experiment with new ideas. 

Gathering Materials

2.1. Common Upcycled Materials

When it comes to upcycling for craft supply organizers, the possibilities are vast. Here are some common 
materials you might consider:

• Cardboard Boxes: Shoe boxes, cereal boxes, or any sturdy cardboard can be used for building 
compartments. 

• Plastic Containers: Old food containers, jars, or plastic tubs can serve as bins for smaller 
supplies. 

• Wooden Pallets or Crates: These can be disassembled and repurposed into larger organizers. 
• Tin Cans: Empty cans can be decorated and used to hold pens, brushes, and other tools. 
• Fabric Scraps: Old clothes or fabric remnants can be used for lining or creating pockets. 
• Egg Cartons: Great for storing small items like buttons, beads, or other embellishments. 
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2.2. Tools You Will Need

Before you begin, gather the necessary tools for your project:

• Craft Knife or Scissors: For cutting cardboard and other materials. 
• Glue Gun and Glue Sticks: For assembling your organizer. 
• Paint or Stain: To finish your project and give it a polished look. 
• Ruler and Pencil: For measuring and marking where to cut. 
• Sandpaper: For smoothing rough edges on wooden materials. 
• Paintbrushes: For applying paint or sealant. 

Designing Your Organizer

3.1. Assessing Your Craft Supplies

Before diving into construction, take some time to assess the supplies you need to organize. This will help 
you determine the size and layout of your organizer. Consider the following:

• Types of Supplies: What kinds of materials do you have? (e.g., markers, scissors, paper, 
embellishments) 

• Sizes: What are the dimensions of your largest supplies? Make sure your organizer can 
accommodate these items. 

• Accessibility: Think about how often you use certain supplies and whether they should be more 
accessible than others. 

3.2. Sketching Your Design

Once you have a clear understanding of your supplies, sketch a rough design of your organizer. Consider 
the following elements:

• Compartments: Decide how many compartments you need and their sizes. Will you have 
drawers, shelves, or open bins? 

• Vertical vs. Horizontal Layout: Determine whether you want a tall organizer that saves space or 
a wider design that may be easier to access. 

• Aesthetic: Think about how you want the finished product to look. Will you paint it? Add 
decorative elements? 

Step-by-Step Guide to Building Your Organizer

4.1. Preparing Your Materials

With your design in hand, it’s time to prepare your materials:

1. Clean Your Upcycled Materials: Make sure all containers and boxes are clean and free from 
labels or residue. 

2. Cut and Measure: Use your ruler and craft knife to cut your cardboard, wood, or other materials 
according to your design. 

3. Sand Down Edges: If using wood, sand down any rough edges to prevent splinters. 

4.2. Assembly Instructions

Follow these general steps to assemble your organizer:

1. Base Construction: Start with the base of your organizer. If you’re using cardboard, you might 
want to double-layer the base for added strength. 



2. Build Compartments : 
• For cardboard organizers, use glue to attach dividers inside your base. Create sections that 

fit your supplies. 
• If using wooden pallets, cut them into the desired sizes and assemble them using wood 

glue or nails. 
3. Attach Sides: Attach sides to your base and compartments. Make sure everything is secured and 

stable. 

4.3. Painting and Finishing Touches

Once your organizer is assembled, it’s time to add the finishing touches:

1. Paint or Stain: Apply your chosen paint or stain to the organizer. You may need multiple coats, 
depending on the material. 

2. Sealing: If desired, seal your paint with a clear coat for protection. 
3. Add Decorative Elements: This could include washi tape, stickers, or fabric for a more 

personalized touch. 

Personalizing Your Organizer

5.1. Decorating Techniques

Personalization can take your organizer from functional to fabulous:

• Decoupage: Use decoupage techniques with decorative paper or fabric to cover surfaces and add 
patterns. 

• Stencils: Apply stencils with paint to create designs or labels on your organizer. 
• Fabric Linings: Line drawers or compartments with fabric to protect your supplies and add color. 

5.2. Functional Additions

Consider adding functional elements that enhance the usability of your organizer:

• Labels: Use label makers, chalkboard paint, or handwritten tags to label compartments for easy 
identification. 

• Hooks: Attach hooks to the sides of your organizer to hold scissors, ribbons, or other tools. 
• Drawer Liners: If you create drawers, consider using drawer liners to keep your supplies from 

sliding around. 

Maintaining Your Organizer

6.1. Regular Organization Tips

To keep your organizer functional and tidy:

• Routine Check-Ins: Set a schedule for checking and reorganizing your supplies regularly. 
• One In, One Out: When you acquire new supplies, consider removing an older item to keep 

clutter to a minimum. 
• Categorize Supplies: Periodically assess your supplies and categorize them according to usage or 

type for better organization. 

6.2. Adapting to Your Needs

Your crafting needs may evolve over time, so it’s important to adapt your organizer:



• Rearranging Compartments: If you find certain supplies are used more often, consider 
rearranging compartments for better accessibility. 

• Adding New Sections: As your collection grows, feel free to add new compartments or even 
create an additional organizer. 

Conclusion
Creating a DIY craft supply organizer from upcycled materials is not only a practical solution for 
organizing your supplies but also a rewarding project that emphasizes sustainability and creativity. By 
gathering upcycled materials, designing a functional layout, and personalizing your organizer, you can 
create a unique space that inspires your crafting endeavors. As you maintain and adapt your organizer 
over time, you will enjoy the benefits of an organized space and a clear mind for creativity. Embrace the 
upcycling journey, and let your creativity shine!
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