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Choosing the right shelving for your closet can transform an ordinary storage area into a highly functional 
and organized space. With a myriad of options available, it’s essential to consider various factors that 
align with your specific needs, preferences, and the overall design of your home. This comprehensive 
guide will explore how to select the perfect shelving solution for your closet, covering everything from 
types of shelves to installation tips.

Understanding Your Closet Needs
Before selecting the best shelving for your closet, it’s crucial to understand your specific needs.

Assessing Available Space

Start by evaluating the space you’re working with:

• Dimensions: Measure the height, width, and depth of your closet. 
• Layout: Note any obstructions such as doors, windows, or existing fixtures that could impact 

shelving placement. 
• Accessibility: Consider how easily you can access items and what adjustments may improve this. 

Identifying Your Storage Requirements

Different people have different storage needs based on their lifestyle:

• Clothing Type: Are you storing long dresses, short shirts, folded clothes, or heavy bags? 
• Frequency of Use: Items frequently accessed should be stored at eye level, while rarely used 

items can go higher up. 
• Other Storage Needs: Do you need to store shoes, accessories, or seasonal clothing? 

Types of Shelving Options
There are several types of shelving options available, each serving different purposes.

Fixed Shelving

Description: Fixed shelving is permanently installed at a predetermined height.

• Pros: Sturdy and stable, ideal for heavy items; requires minimal maintenance. 
• Cons: Limited flexibility; once installed, changing heights is not easy. 

Adjustable Shelving

Description: Adjustable shelving allows you to change the height of shelves according to your needs.

• Pros: Versatile and customizable; accommodates changing storage needs over time. 
• Cons: May require additional hardware; installation might be more complex. 
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Floating Shelves

Description: Floating shelves are attached to walls without visible brackets, creating a clean aesthetic.

• Pros: Modern look; great for decorative displays; can be placed at varying heights. 
• Cons: Not suitable for heavy items; may require wall reinforcements. 

Corner Shelves

Description: Corner shelves maximize otherwise wasted space in a closet.

• Pros: Utilizes often-overlooked areas; can be found in multiple styles. 
• Cons: Limited weight capacity; may require custom solutions. 

Wire Shelving

Description: Wire shelving consists of metal grids, often adjustable and ventilated.

• Pros: Lightweight and durable; good for airflow; easy to clean. 
• Cons: Can sag if overloaded; not as visually appealing. 

Custom Shelving Solutions

Description: Custom shelving is designed specifically for your space and needs.

• Pros: Tailored to fit any size or shape; maximizes efficiency. 
• Cons: Typically more expensive; requires professional installation. 

Materials Used in Closet Shelving
The material of your shelving will significantly affect its durability and appearance.

Wood

Description: Solid wood shelves offer a classic, durable option.

• Pros: Sturdy and aesthetically pleasing; can be stained or painted. 
• Cons: Heavier; may warp over time if not treated properly. 

MDF (Medium-Density Fiberboard)

Description: An engineered wood product, MDF is smooth and easy to paint.

• Pros: Affordable; available in various thicknesses; does not warp as easily as solid wood. 
• Cons: Less durable than solid wood; can be damaged by moisture. 

Metal

Description: Metal shelving is typically strong and suitable for heavy loads.

• Pros: Extremely durable; resistant to wear and tear; easy to clean. 
• Cons: Can be heavy; often lacks the warmth of wood. 

Plastic

Description: Lightweight and inexpensive, plastic shelving is available in various colors.

• Pros: Resistant to moisture; lightweight; easy to move and install. 
• Cons: Less durable than other materials; may not support heavy items. 



Measuring for Shelving
Proper measurements are essential for ensuring that your shelving fits perfectly.

Taking Accurate Measurements

1. Height: Measure the vertical space available in your closet. 
2. Width: Record the horizontal length of the closet walls. 
3. Depth: Measure how deep you want your shelves to be, considering the items you’ll store. 

Considering Shelf Height and Depth

• Shelf Height: Determine how high you want each shelf based on the items you’ll store. 
• Shelf Depth: Standard depths range from 12 to 16 inches; choose a depth that suits your storage 

needs. 

Installation Considerations
When it comes to installing shelves, there are various considerations to keep in mind.

DIY vs. Professional Installation

Decide whether to install the shelving yourself or hire a professional:

• DIY: Cost-effective; allows for customization; however, requires basic tools and skills. 
• Professional Installation: Guarantees quality and saves time but can increase costs. 

Tools Needed for Installation

If opting for DIY, ensure you have the following tools:

• Drill: For drilling holes into the wall for brackets. 
• Level: To ensure shelves are straight. 
• Measuring Tape: For accurate measurements. 
• Stud Finder: To locate wall studs for secure mounting. 

Organizing Your Shelves Effectively
After installation, focus on organizing your shelves for easy access.

Categorizing Items

Group similar items together:

• Clothing: Store by type (shirts, pants) or by season. 
• Accessories: Keep hats, belts, and scarves on separate shelves or in bins. 
• Shoes: Utilize lower shelves or shoe racks for easy access. 

Using Bins and Baskets

Incorporate bins and baskets to keep small items contained:

• Labelled Bins: Use clear or labeled bins for easy identification. 
• Baskets: Great for toys or miscellaneous items; choose stylish options to enhance aesthetics. 



Maintaining Your Shelving System
Once your closet is organized, regular maintenance is key.

Regular Clean-Up

Schedule periodic clean-ups:

• Monthly Reviews: Reorganize as necessary and remove items that are no longer needed. 
• Deep Cleaning: Occasionally take everything off the shelves for thorough cleaning. 

Reevaluating Needs Periodically

Your storage needs may change over time:

• Seasonal Changes: Evaluate whether seasonal items need to be rotated in or out. 
• Life Changes: Adjust shelving as children grow, or family needs change. 

Conclusion
Choosing the right shelving for your closet needs involves careful planning and consideration. From 
understanding your specific requirements to selecting the appropriate materials and installation methods, 
this guide equips you with the knowledge to make informed decisions.

An organized closet with the right shelving can lead to improved accessibility, enhanced functionality, 
and a more visually appealing space. By taking the time to evaluate your options and maintain your 
system, you can create a closet that meets your unique needs for years to come. Happy organizing!
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